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THANKS 
Dear Huskers: 

Nearly 3,000 loyal Husker fans 
were on hand for the Husker Huddle 
pre-game picnic and rally held on the 
Brookside Golf Course prior to the 
UCLA game. Californians for Nebras- 
ka were very pleased to sponsor this 
Huddle, which was attended by such 
special guests as Athletic Director 
Bob Devaney, Chancellor Dr. Martin 
Massengale, the UNL cheerleaders, 
Senator Karnes, former Governor 
Charles Thone, and the list goes on. 

On behalf of the entire communi- 
ty, I would like to thank everyone in 
attendance for making this evening a 
joyous one. 

Loren Zirnmerman 
West Covina, Calif. 


BIG RED SEARCH 
Dear Huskers: 

A couple of years ago, an up-and- 
coming player was starting to see 
some game time. His name was Dante 
Wiley. I know he was ineligible last 
year (academically, I believe), but 
where is he this year? Has he quit, 
transferred or what? Also, my brother 
works on the North Slopes in Alaska 
in the oil business. I would like to get 
some information on the Alaskans for 
Nebraska group. Keep up the good 
work. I look forward to every issue. 
Al Chambers 
Lincoln, Neb. 


Al: Wiley is no longer on the Nebras- 
ka football team. Also, we have infor- 
mation on several booster groups in 
our files, but the Alaska club is not 
one of them. Like last year, we'd en- 
courage similar organizations to drop 
us a note with the name and address 
of a contact person. We'll certainly 
pass them on. 


REDSHIRT UPDATE 
Dear Huskers: 

I am a long-time subscriber to 
Huskers Illustrated, and I enjoy it very 
much because of the in-depth articles 
about the team. Would you please 
help me find out which of the young 
players are redshirting this year and 
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which ones are playing for the varsity? 
Paul Barz 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


Paul: Nebraska does not generally 
publicize its redshirt plans during the 
season. That information has been 
used in the past against the Huskers 
as a negative-recruiting tactic. 


TAKE THAT! 
Dear Huskers: 

1 heard everywhere last spring that 
the Huskers’ recruiting class was not 
up to snuff. If it was that bad, then 
why is Lance Lewis playing fullback 
for varsity? The JV team almost 
scored 100 points in its first game. I 
think the media is just hungry to 
make a big beauty pageant out of this 
whole recruiting process each spring; 
and I wish they would just leave it 
alone and let the kids show us how 
good they are. 

If it’s a great recruiting class, we'll 
know about it in just a year or two. I 
can wait that long. Get em, Doctor 
Tom! 

Thomas Walsh 
Allen, Tex. 


PROUD AS EVER 
Dear Huskers: 

I saw the UCLA game on television 
and was naturally disappointed in the 
final score, but I will never be disap- 
pointed in the courageous effort the 
Cornhuskers gave in fighting back 
against incredible odds. They never 
gave up. That is what makes Nebras- 
ka football so great and what makes 
Tom Osborne the best coach in 
America. After the game, he was very 
up-front and didn’t try to make ex- 
cuses or make UCLA look bad. 
UCLA is a good football team, and I 
wish them the best of luck in the fu- 
ture. Of course, it will take a long time 
before they will be on the same level 
with the Huskers. But obviously, that 
is the goal they want to obtain. I think 
it speaks highly of Nebraska and 
Coach Osborne that other college 
programs aspire to reach the same 
status as the Cornhuskers. What they 


are essentially saying is Nebraska is 
at the top. And I agree. 
Christopher Nelson 

Beatrice, Neb. 


Dear Huskers: 

We're behind you all the way, 
Huskers! I hate losing as much as the 
next person, but you know what’s 
really great about Big Red football? 
The Huskers always come back fight- 
ing mad. I wouldn’t be surprised if 
Tom Osborne and his team won ev- 
ery last game from here on out, in- 
cluding Oklahoma and the Orange 
Bowl, where we'll show the Sooners 
what it takes to beat Miami, I am 
looking for this to be the greatest 
comeback in Husker history. We have 
too many great players to stay down 
for more than one game. Mark my 
words. ..we will be No. 1 on New 
Year’s Day. 

Don Caplan 
Tucson, Ariz. 


BRING ’EM BACK 
Dear Huskers: 

I for one would love to see the 
revitalization of the varsity-alumni 
spring game. A school with a proud 
tradition like Nebraska would have no 
trouble finding qualified alumni, and 
I think you could sell out Memorial 
Stadium for this kind of game. 
Terry Porter 
Minden, Neb. 


MORE BIG RED SOLDIERS 
Dear Huskers: 

I am a Marine Corps helicopter pi- 
lot and have gloriously decorated my 
flight helmet to resemble a Nebraska 
football helmet. My Marine Corps 
buddies hassle and ridicule me, but 
I proudly wear the Go Big Red wher- 
ever I fly. 

Ist Lt. Grant Hoover 
Sneads Ferry, N.C. 


We want to hear your comments 
and answer your questions. Please ad- 
dress them to “Letters,’ PO. Box 
83222, Lincoln, NE 68501.8 


The Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes 
encourages the heroes of 
the sports world to be 
positive influences to the 
youth of America. You do 
not have to be an athlete 
to be a positive influence. 
You can help the 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes by becoming a 
supporting member. Write 
to the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, P.O. 
Box 7H, Milford, Nebraska 
68405 or call Wendell 
Conover at (402) 761-3166. 


Virgil Parker 


Gimme a High Four 


FREE SAFETY TIM JACKSON HAS HAD PLENTY TO BE HAPPY ABOUT 
SINCE TURNING HIS SLOW START INTO A FAST FINISH. 


Tim Jackson will graduate from the 
University of Nebraska in May with a 
degree in financial planning. 

The starting free safety for the 
Cornhusker football team hopes to be 
his own first client. 

“My schooling is training me to ad- 
vise people on how to budget their 
money and invest it properly,” Jack- 
son said. “Hopefully, I'll get a shot at 
a professional football contract and 
the chance to put that learning to 
good use.’ 

The 6-foot-l, 190-pound Jackson 
has the credentials for a chance at a 


pro career. 

He was an outstanding prep defen- 
sive back at Skyline High in Dallas, 
Tex., where he earned all-district 
honors. 

“But I was injured in practice late 
in my senior season and missed my 
last two games,” Jackson recalls. “That 
hurt me when it came to getting 
recruited. I talked to quite a few 
schools, but only TCU and Kansas 
State offered me a scholarship.” 

Jackson signed a letter-of-intent to 
attend Kansas State. After a redshirt 
freshman season, he was a starter for 


Jackson has 
had a hand in 
Nebraska's 
improvement 
in the 
secondary. 


the Wildcats the next fall. 

But Head Coach Jim Dickey was 
fired two games into that season. 
Jackson finished out the schedule, but 
left the Manhattan campus at mid- 
term, transferring to Coffeyville, Kan., 
Junior College. 

After a season of junior college ball, 
Coffeyville coach Dick Foster noted 
that he had coached nine defensive 
backs who had gone on to Division 1 
schools. 

“And none of them was better than 
Jackson,” Foster said. “He was all- 
conference and honorable mention 
All-American when he was here. I had 
one defensive back, Ted Watts, who 
went on to be All-American at Texas 
Tech and then was a top draft choice 
of the Oakland Raiders. But Tim was 
a better football player.” 

Foster told Cornhusker coach Tom 
Osborne about Jackson. 

“IT saw some film on him and liked 
what I saw;’ Osborne said. “He also 
impressed me as a nice young man. 
He’s a good tackler, good on coverage 
and is an aggressive player. Tim had 
a good season at Coffeyville and was 
being heavily recruited. Texas A&M 
and Arkansas were really after him, 
too.” 

Jackson visited the Nebraska cam- 
pus following his season at Coffeyville, 
accepted a scholarship and enrolled 
as a Husker in January of 1987. 

“One of the main reasons I came 
to Nebraska is the confidence Coach 
Osborne showed in me,” Jackson said. 
“T never will forget the first time I saw 
Coach Osborne. It was when he came 
down to Coffeyville to look at film on 
me. He also came out to watch our 
practice that day. He was standing on 
the sidelines and I saw him. I knew 
who he was. My first impression was, 
‘Golly, he’s tall? I worked hard out 
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there that day, although I’ve always 
had good practice habits. I knew that 
would be important to him. You can’t 
play well if you don’t practice hard.” 

Despite wanting to impress Coach 
Osborne, Jackson felt he should ac- 
cept a scholarship from a Southwest 
Conference school to be closer to 
home. 

“My mom and dad are separated 
and Mom is my backbone,” Jackson 
said. “I’m an only child. I’ve always 
looked at that as an advantage be- 
cause I was my mom’s one and only. 
But I always had a lot of cousins 
around so I never felt like an only 
child. It was more like I was a big 
brother to most of them.” 

Prior to the time that Jackson was 
being recruited by Nebraska, Tim’s 
mother had slipped a disc in her back 
and wasn’t able to work. 

“Things had been tough at home,’ 
Jackson said. ‘““We had to pull 
together to make ends meet. But, 
about that time she got to feeling bet- 
ter and began working part time. So 
that didn’t have to enter into my de- 
cision as to where I would go. I could 
accept a scholarship wherever I want- 
ed. And that meant Nebraska.’ 

Defensive back Marvin Sanders 
and wingback Richard Bell were 
Tim’s hosts when he came to Lincoln 
for his official visit. 

“TI came here with certain goals in 
mind,” he said. “And No. 1 among 
them was to graduate and get my 
degree.” 

But things didn’t go as well as Tim 
had hoped when he arrived in 
Lincoln. 

“T came in as a free safety,’ Jack- 
son said, “but then the coaches want- 
ed me to learn strong safety. When 
John Custard got hurt at cornerback, 
they wanted me to switch to corner. 
Going into fall practice, I was expect- 
ing to be a cornerback. But I was 
making so many transitions at differ- 
ent positions, it hurt me. As a result, 
I never felt completely comfortable at 
any one position.” 

The problem was compounded 
during the preseason drills the next 
fall when Jackson no longer played 
cornerback but started switching be- 
tween free and strong safety again. 


Jackson started 1988 with an interception against Texas A&M. 


Although he saw action in every 
game and earned his letter, Jackson 
still felt unsure of his role. All that is 
changed now. He is strictly a free safe- 
ty. Reggie Cooper is concentrating on 
the strong safety spot, while defensive 
co-captain Mark Blazek alternates be- 
tween the two positions. 

Defensive backfield coach George 
Darlington paid Jackson the ultimate 
compliment. 

“Tim came out of the same mold 
as Bret Clark and Russell Gary who 
were outstanding players,’ Darlington 
said while comparing Jackson to a 
pair of ex-Husker free safeties who 
went on to the NFL. “Tim really ham- 
mers people.” 

Despite the kind words about his 
ability, Jackson didn’t like football 
when he was first introduced to the 
game. 

“I was only in the second grade 


when I joined my first sandlot team,” 
Jackson recalls. “I was faster than any 
of the kids my age. I could also outrun 
most of the others who were three or 
four years older, so they wanted me 
to join their team. But I hated football 
because everybody was older and 
stronger than me. 

“But, because of my speed, I was 
able to play with the older kids,’ 
Jackson added, “and they forced me 
to improve. It was pretty rough. We 
played regular tackle football without 
any pads. I don’t know how we kept 
from killing each other, but I never 
had any bad injuries. I’d get scratched 
and bruised and a couple of times I’d 
get my shirt torn off and then get heck 
from my mom when I went home.” 

Jackson’s first organized football 
came in little league when he was in 
the sixth grade. 

“T played quarterback, tailback and 
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After adjusting to the Black Shirt system, Jackson played well down 
the stretch in '87. 


fullback,’ he said. “Rickey Dixon, 
who went to Oklahoma, was on the 
same team. But he later went to a 
different high school.” 

When Jackson got to Skyline High 
he was switched from offense to the 
defensive secondary. He also excelled 
in track. He had a best of 47.5 in the 
quarter and 21.4 in the 220. 

“There were over 4,000 students at 
Skyline High,” Jackson said. “It was 
a bigger school than a lot of small col- 
leges. And we were in the toughest 
district in the state.” 

Jackson ran on the school’s 440 and 
mile relay teams. 

“My senior year, we were timed in 


3:15 in the mile relay and didn’t make 
it to state?” Jackson said. “Only the 
top two teams from each district ad- 
vanced. From all the other districts 
in Dallas the fastest time was about 
3:19. But in our district, we were 
third-best at 3:15.” 

(As a comparison, the fastest time 
at the Nebraska state high school 
track meet last spring for the shorter 
1,600-meter relay was 3:23.68.) 

Jackson said the same thing hap- 
pened to his school in the district 440 
relay. 

“The fastest three times in the na- 
tion, 40.7, 40.8 and 40.9, were in our 
district by Roosevelt High, South 
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O’Cliff and our school,’ Jackson said. 
“Most any year you'll find those 
schools have the best times in the 
country.” 

Because the late-season football in- 
jury during his senior year narrowed 
Jackson’s scholarship choices, Tim 
said he didn’t bother to look into Kan- 
sas State’s football tradition — or lack 
of one. 

But he was impressed with the af- 
fable Dickey and flattered by the 
attention he received during his cam- 
pus recruiting visit to Manhattan. 

“The weekend I visited K-State,’ 
Tim recalls, “Oklahoma was there for 
a basketball game. David McGinnis, 
a former K-State assistant who is now 
on the Chicago Bears staff, took me 
to dinner at the Holiday Inn where 
the Oklahoma basketball team was 
staying.” 

Jackson was approached by some 
girls who wanted his autograph. 

“They thought I was an Oklahoma 
basketball player,’ Jackson says with 
a chuckle. “I told them I didn’t play 
basketball. Then they asked me if I 
was a football player. When I said, 
“Yes; they wanted my autograph any- 
way. Coach McGinnis really razzed 
me about becoming an_ instant 
celebrity.” 

One of Jackson’s most vivid 
memories of his redshirt freshman 
season, when he was a starter at Kan- 
sas State, was the game against 
Nebraska. 

“Our school colors at Skyline High 
were red and white like Nebraska,” he 
said. “So, I always had a red towel 
tucked in my belt. I even used a red 
towel at K-State. That caused a little 
comment when we played Nebraska. 

“But I had a pretty good game. I 
broke up one pass play and had one 
real good hit. I tackled Doug DuBose 
so hard it messed up his mouth and 
he had to leave the game. I also got 
Steve Taylor once along the sideline’ 

But Jackson said that after KSU 
Coach Dickey was fired, the morale 
among both the remaining coaches 
and the players went downhill. 

“T didn’t like the losing atmosphere 
and attitude around there,” he said. 
“That’s why I left.’ 

That summer, after Jackson had 
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been at Coffeyville one semester, but 
before he played the next season, the 
K-State coaches tried to get him to 
return, 

“They wanted me to come back,’ 
Tim said, “but I decided to play the 
one year of junior college ball and see 
if 1 could get the opportunity to go 
someplace else — to a school with a 
winning program. And, of course, 
that’s what happened when I came to 
Nebraska.” 

Jackson feels there is a big improve- 
ment in the play of the defensive 
secondary this year compared to last 
season. 

“We have the people who can play 
man-to-man real well this year” he 
said. “The Big Eight is a run-oriented 
conference and the coaches want to 
stop the run first. I think we're in 
good shape this year. We know the 
techniques because of our experi- 
ence.” 

Jackson doesn't feel Nebraska's loss 
to UCLA will keep the Huskers from 
compiling an outstanding record this 
fall. 

“T feel real good about our season,” 
he said. “We still have a chance to win 
the national championship, despite 
the loss to UCLA. In fact, a very like- 
ly chance to win it. The first thing we 
need to do is get back on track and 
feel good about ourselves again. 

“During the next few weeks,” he 
added, “you'll see a lot of the highly 
rated teams losing because a lot of 
them are playing each other. Take 
Oklahoma and USC, for instance. 
They are both now ranked ahead of 
us. Later, USC plays UCLA. If Okla- 
homa beats USC and USC beats 
UCLA — and those results are very 
possible — and then we beat Okla- 
homa, that will take care of a lot of 
things.” 

Jackson also points out that 
although Miami is now No. 1, 
the Hurricanes must play Notre 
Dame and LSU — both on the 
road, 

“They aren't home free by any 
means,” he said. “We can move up a 
lot before this is all over, 1 think it’s 
more than likely that the team that 
wins the national championship will 
have at least one loss, maybe even 


“Action” 
Jackson has 
an easy smile. 


two.” 

Despite the painful memory of the 
game against UCLA, Jackson still 
laughs about the “touchdown” Mark 
Blazek scored on his pass inter- 
ception. 

“T was in the game at the time.’ 
Jackson said. “When Mark intercept- 
ed the pass I saw him go down to the 
ground. When he got up he was 
celebrating. I was walking alongside 
him when he started to jog off the 
field?” 

Jackson said a UCLA player came 
over and took a swipe at the ball Bla- 
zek was holding over his head. 

“T thought he was just mad at the 
pass being intercepted and was going 
to mess with Mark,” Jackson recalled, 
“So, [ reached out and pushed the 
guy away and gave him a dirty look, 
So he left Mark alone. As it turned 
out, he was probably the only guy 
who could have tackled him, Blazek 
just kept on jogging along. By that 
time Charles Fryar said to Mark, 
‘Come on, let’s keep on running. I 
didn’t hear any whistle’ 

“Blazek’s towel came off his belt 
when he made the interception,’ 


Jackson continued, “so I went back 
to pick it up for him. The next thing 
I know the refs are signaling touch- 
down. I guess they didn’t see him fall 
down, although I don’t know why. It’s 
like that Penn State game against 
Nebraska where their guy caught the 
pass 5 yards out of bounds. They 
didn’t see that either. But this one had 
to be the craziest play I’ve ever seen 
in football.” 

When his senior season is complet- 
ed, Jackson hopes to follow in the 
footsteps of Brian Washington, 
Nebraska's defensive back of a year 
ago, who is now starting for the 
Cleveland Browns. 

“Brian may have been a 10th round 
draft choice, but his making the team 
didn’t surprise me at all?’ Jackson 
said. “The kind of hard-nosed player 
he is, all Brian needed was to be draft- 
ed by that type of an aggressive team. 
And that’s what he got. The key is to 
get a chance at the right place at the 
right time.” 

Jackson hopes that’s what happens 
to him during the next NFL draft. 
Then he can put his degree in finan- 
cial planning to good use. 
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Richard van Poelgeest banged 
around with one of basketball’s best 
last summer, during a pre-Olympic 
Games tournament in Finland. 

The unofficial decision? A draw. 
For the banging around, anyway. 

The Nebraska junior from Ryswijk, 
Netherlands, apparently managed to 
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Mike Babcock 


Dutch Treat 


hold his own on that count. 

You might be able to ask former 
Navy All-American David Robinson 
about it. The U.S. Olympic team’s 
center and almost-certain-to-be NBA 
star probably remembers van Poel- 
geest. John Thompson, the U.S. 
Olympic coach might remember the 


Richard van Poelgeest (grimacing) grapples for a rebound with 
teammate Rich King (25). 
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Cornhusker center, too. 

When the U.S. Olympians played 
the Dutch National team in Finland, 
van Poelgeest and Robinson got so 
serious about their banging around 
inside that an official had to step in 
and separate the combatants. The 
referee thought “it was getting too 
rough,” says van Poelgeest, who didn’t 
agree. 

No punches were thrown. 

But after push came to shove, one 
of the assistant coaches for the U.S. 
team yelled at van Poelgeest. 

“What do vou think this is, a box- 
ing match?” the assistant shouted. 

Van Poelgeest, who's never been 
regarded as a shrinking violet when 
he steps on the floor at the Bob 
Devaney Sports Center, was quick 
with a reply. 

“Hey, this is European-style basket- 
ball,” he said. 

Naturally, van Poelgeest had the 
whole-hearted support of his Dutch 
teammates, who would have preferred 
trying to defeat the U.S. Olympic 
team — which they couldn't — 
without Robinson, 

“Get him, get him,’ they velled. 

“They wanted him out of the 
game,’ van Poelgeest says of Robinson. 

Van Poelgeest recalls the experi- 
ence with a smile. “It was fun play- 
ing against someone worth $8 
million.” 

Squaring off with Robinson was one 
of the most memorable moments in 
a summer of basketball for van Poel- 
geest. But it’s probably a poor indi- 
cator of what he accomplished by 
competing for the Dutch National 
team. 

Van Poelgeest plaved in 26 games 
over the summer. That’s on top of the 
eight games he and his Nebraska 
teammates played during a tour of 
Australia and New Zealand last 
spring, plus all the practices in 
between. 

If the Dutch National team had 
managed to come within 15 points of 
Great Britain in a game during a Eu- 
ropean Olympic qualifying tourna- 
ment in Holland, van Poelgeest could 
have practiced and played even more 
games, as many as Six or seven. 

The loss to Great Britain, by 20 


points, kept the Dutch Nationals from 
advancing to the final tournament 
leading up to the Summer Olympics 
in Seoul, South Korea. 

As expected, the top three in that 
tournament, played at Rotterdam, 
were traditional European basketball 
powers Russia, Yugoslavia and Spain. 

The Dutch had no illusions of be- 
ing in that select trio. But they had 
hoped to be one of the eight teams 
to reach Rotterdam. “That was our 
goal even though as a team we 
wouldn’t have done anything, maybe 
finished sixth or seventh,’ says van 
Poelgeest. 

In addition, “it would have been 
better for me” because it would have 
been an opportunity to play more 
games against top international com- 
petition. 

That isn’t to say he was eager to 
play the extra games. By then, he was 
bothered by blisters on his feet and 
tendonitis in his right knee. 

“Twenty-six games in four weeks,” 
says van Poelgeest, who was some 10 
pounds lighter when he returned to 
Nebraska for the fall semester. 

“I was ready for a break.” 

Still, “I think every extra game I 
play on the international level helps 
me,’ van Poelgeest says. 

Every game he plays on whatever 
level has to help van Poelgeest, who 
didn’t take up basketball until six 
years ago, when he was 16 years old. 
In the Netherlands, basketball is far 
behind sports like soccer in 
popularity. 

That’s why the Dutch Nationals 
had hoped to qualify for the tourna- 
ment in Rotterdam. Competing 
against the best teams in Europe in 
a tournament for which Holland was 
the host would have spurred interest 
in Dutch basketball. 

In contrast to the Dutch National 
soccer team, which receives govern- 
ment support and has a training 
camp, basketball players “‘stay at 
home,” says van Poelgeest. 

“Half of the players (on the national 
team) have families and jobs.’ 

Those responsible for training the 
national team “don’t have the money 
to take people away from their jobs for 
a month of training camp. So the play- 


ers work their jobs until 4 or 5 o'clock 
in the afternoon, and then we assem- 
ble for workouts,’ van Poelgeest says. 

“That’s how amateuristic it is in 
Holland at the national level.” 

Van Poelgeest, who stands 6-foot-9, 
began playing basketball not only be- 
cause of his height but also because 
“my whole family was involved in it. 
They were really deep into club teams 
there.’ 

An uncle played for and now 
coaches a club team. And both of van 
Poelgeest’s sisters, one older and one 
younger, played the sport. “J always 
played soccer,’ he says. ““They con- 
vinced me to start playing basketball.” 


““A lot of basketball 
players in Holland 
would like to have 
what I have here 
at Nebraska.’’ 


His aptitude for the game matched 
his height. Within two years, van Poel- 
geest had advanced to the highest lev- 
el of club competition, a teenager 
playing against the best in the 
Netherlands. 

In the Dutch club leagues, athletes 
move up by doing well in promotion 
tournaments. When van Poelgeest 
earned his promotion, “it was like go- 
ing from a recreation level to the 
professional level, by Dutch stan- 
dards,” he says. 

The following years were intense. 
Each of van Poelgeest’s basketball 
seasons was really like two seasons be- 
cause he played on both a club team 
and the junior national team. 

Coming to the United States for 
collegiate competition was a logical 
step in his development as a basket- 
ball player, van Poelgeest figured. So 
he signed up with a service that helps 
foreign athletes make contact with 
American universities. 

Cornhusker assistant coach Arden 
Reid made the first contact by tele- 
phone and handled van Poelgeest’s 
recruitment. 

Nebraska wasn’t the only major 


U.S. college interested in him. He nar- 
rowed his choices to the Cornhuskers, 
Utah State, Pacific University in 
Stockton, Calif., and Hawaii. “I never 
really considered going there,’ says 
van Poelgeest. “Their basketball pro- 
gram didn’t seem very good.” — 

But Hawaii’s campus was attractive, 
a nice place to visit, you might say, but 
you wouldn’t want to play there. 

So van Poelgeest took one of his 
four recruiting trips to Hawaii, just in 
case, you understand. Then he made 
a trip to the continental United States, 
stopping first at Pacific, visiting Lin- 
coln and finishing up at Utah State, 
which has “a beautiful campus.” 

Van Poelgeest’s final decision came 
down to Nebraska and Utah State. 

Nebraska had much better facili- 
ties, but that wasn’t the only reason 
he settled on the Cornhuskers. Van 
Poelgeest had an NCAA eligibility 
problem based on the interpretation 
of his grade transcripts from the 
Dutch equivalent of a U.S. high 
school. 

Al Papik, Nebraska’s assistant ath- 
letic director for academic and ad- 
ministrative services, solved the 
problem by having van Poelgeest take 
a high school equivalency test, the 
GED. 

“That told me the people at 
Nebraska were doing a better job of 
things than the people at Utah State,’ 
says van Poelgeest, who told Corn- 
husker coach Danny Nee he was 
coming to Lincoln. 

Van Poelgeest wasn’t an immediate 
success as a Cornhusker. You have to 
remember he’s still learning the game. 
But he played well enough to start 12 
games last season. He started the first 
five and four more at the end of De- 
cember, then fell into the background 
until season’s end, when he came off 
the bench in an 85-84 loss to Iowa 
State at the Devaney Sports Center, 
to score a Nebraska career-high 19 
points and pull down six rebounds. 

He scored 10 points and grabbed 
a personal-high 10 rebounds in the 
Cornhuskers’ loss to NCAA runner- 
up Oklahoma at the Sports Center. 

For the season, van Poelgeest aver- 
aged 4.2 points and 2.9 rebounds. 

He shot better from the field (53.5 
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percent) than he did from the free 
throw line (51.2 percent). 

Last season, “I think I just tasted 
some games where I played at about 
the level I’m capable of playing,” van 
Poelgeest says. “Now it’s a case of get- 
ting consistently on that level.” 

His mid-season slump was a result 
of “not playing as well as I wanted to 
play;’ and not having the intensity 
necessary for success in the Big Eight. 
“The coaches indicated that. They let 
me know by not playing me as much 
as they used to,” he says. “So I talked 
to the coaches and changed my work 
habits, put extra effort into it. 

“Two or three weeks after I start- 
ed doing that, it began to pay off.” 

Not only did he have to continue 
learning the game, but van Poelgeest 
also had to adjust to playing center. 

“I might move a little more outside 
now because we've got some big play- 
ers. I hope I can move out sometimes, 
play the position Pete Manning played 


last season. But I’l] probably still have 
to concentrate on center,” he says. 
It was with that in mind that he left 
for home and a summer of playing 
with the Dutch National team. It also 
was with that in mind that “I empha- 
sized rebounding. That’s an important 
part of my game at Nebraska’’ 
Early on, van Poelgeest had an 
opportunity to play power forward for 
the Dutch Nationals. In his first three 
games, all against the Chinese Nation- 
al team, he scored 25, 20 and 15 
points. With each game, however, 
he moved more inside. And the more 
he moved inside, the fewer shots he 
got. 
“My game’s more limited at the 
center position,’ van Poelgeest says. 
It’s more limited in a figurative 
sense, from the standpoint of scoring. 
But the more van Poelgeest de- 
velops as an inside player, the better 
his chances to see action at Nebraska. 
Even though he’s a long way from 


home, competing in a sport that’s still 
relatively new to him, and even 
though “if you don’t produce here, 
people will tell you so,’ van Poelgeest 
is happy to be a Cornhusker. 

Sure, there are times when he 
thinks about going home to Ryswijk. 
But “I’ve never thought coming to 
Nebraska was a mistake. When you 
take three tests in a week, get all of 
them back that week, and all three 
are bad, you might feel like leaving. 
If you look at things day-by-day, some 
days you want to say, ‘I’m going home? 
But not if you look at the big picture,” 
van Poelgeest says. 

“A lot of basketball players in Hol- 
land would like to have what I have 
here at Nebraska.’ 

Like him, they’d have to “become 
more emotional (about basketball), 
get more involved in the games,” he 
says. 

Van Poelgeest has learned that les- 
son well. Just ask David Robinson. 


‘We've been 
where you re going.’”’ 


“You'll be confident in the knowledge that your vacation will run smoothly when you arrange your 
trip through Lincoln Tour and Travel. That’s because we’ve personally inspected almost every 
itinerary on every four to make sure you’ll get more than your money’s worth. Everything has met 
our high standards, so you know in advance that they’ll meet your high expectations. 


“Before you make arrangements with another travel agent, ask if all the details have been 
thoroughly examined firsthand. You’ll see that no one can give you as much travel confidence as 
Lincoln Tour and Travel. Discover for yourself why we're better. Call Lincoln Tour and Travel today.”’ 


Five Convenient Locations 


FirsTier Bank Building, 13th & M.......... 474-4111 
Gateway Plaza............. 
Lincoin Municipal Airport... . 
330 South 13th Street....... 


Travel with Confidence. 


Toll Free: NE 800-742-7334 
Other States: 800-228-4395 
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HUSKERS REVIEWED 


Rod Henkel 


No Joke! Huskers Kill ASU 


TOM OSBORNE WAS DEAD SERIOUS 
ABOUT HIS HUSKERS IMPROVING, AND THEY MADE PROGRESS 
AGAINST THE SUN DEVILS. 


LINCOLN, Neb. — Tom Os- 
borne’s lighter side, apparent early 
last week in a telephone news confer- 
ence with Arizona media, did not visit 
the Nebraska locker room at halftime 
Saturday evening. 

It was not present at the post-game 
interview room either, despite the 
Cornhuskers’ 47-16 drubbing of Ari- 
zona State. 

Osborne was serious, unlike Tues- 
day’s question-answer session. 

In that interview, Arizona writers 
and sportscasters asked Osborne, via 
telephone, if the UCLA loss shell- 
shocked him and his players. The 
Cornhusker coach responded by say- 
ing no, “Nothing in college football 
surprises me.” 

Yet, when a writer asked Osborne's 
reaction to Nebraska being favored by 
18 points or more over the Sun Devils, 
he responded, “I’m shell-shocked.” 

That humor was not visible after 
Saturday’s first half. Osborne let his 
players know they needed to perform 
better. 

“Coach Osborne got after them,’ 
said Defensive Coordinator Charlie 
McBride, referring to intermission. 
“He was a little more vocal than 
usual.” 

The loss in Pasadena prompted 
Coach Osborne to express concerns 
about how good the 1988 Cornhusker 
team really is. Osborne, assistant 
coaches, and players wanted answers 
found against Arizona State. In the 
first half, those answers may not have 
been the ones they hoped to learn. 

Although the Cornhuskers led 
30-16, Arizona State amassed 197 
yards total offense and even led for a 
period of just more than two minutes, 


13-9. 


“At halftime, I honestly didn’t know 
who was going to win the game,’ Os- 


borne said. “It’s always a nervous feel- 
ing when you can’t stop the opponent 
very well.” 

Answers to questions about the 
Nebraska defense improved during 
the second half. 

The Sun Devils managed only 105 
yards after intermission, 41 of which 
came in their final drive against 
Nebraska non-starters. 

But the Cornhusker offense, 
despite gaining 256 yards the last two 
quarters, failed to score the three 
times it had the ball inside the 
Arizona State 30. 


Steve Taylor 
was one of 
three Huskers 
with over 1OO 
yards rushing. 


The overall game, both offense and 
defense, did not satisfy Osborne. 

“We're not there yet,” he said. “We 
have the potential to be a good foot- 
ball team. We're a decent team, but 
to be a great team and to be the kind 
of team I envision, we have to get 
better’ 

But the Cornhuskers took a big 
step Saturday, putting the thoughts of 
that nightmare in Pasadena at least 
one game behind them. They also im- 
proved to 3-1. 

It may have just taken them 30 
minutes to do so. 
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“T still think that loss had an effect 
on our players early in the game,” 
McBride said. “I think our kids didn’t 
come out of it until right at the end 
of the first half. We played about 
there, but not quite.’ 

Arizona State quarterback Daniel 
Ford, ranked 13th nationally in pass- 


ing efficiency coming into Saturday, 
took advantage of what McBride 
called an unemotional NU defense 
the first half. 

Ford connected for two large gains 
— a 54-yard touchdown to split end 
Chris Garrett and a 46-yard gain to 
split end Leland Adams. Adams’ catch 


When Ford had time to throw, he was hot. When pressured 
(here, by Broderick Thomas), he was not. 


SCORING SUMMARY 


Nebraska 47, Arizona State 16 


Arizona State 
Nebraska 
NU — FG, Drennan 40. 


NU — Taylor 14 run (kick failed). 

ASU — Garrett 54 pass from Ford (Zendejas kick). 
ASU — Perkins 2 run (pass failed). 

NU — Clark 34 run (Barrios kick). 


set up a 2-yard scoring run by Bruce 
Perkins, which gave Arizona State, 
now 2-1, its short-lived and only lead. 

Ford got time to pass the opening 
half, but scrambled more after inter- 
mission thanks to increased aggres- 
siveness by Nebraska’s defense. 

“In the second half, our defense 
played excellent;’ Osborne said. “We 
got a lot more pressure on the quar- 
terback; of course, we started blitzing 
more, too. They had a little trouble 
handling pressure.” 

All-American outside linebacker 
Broderick Thomas led NU defenders 
with eight total tackles, 

He was credited with one pass 
breakup and constantly put heat — 
big heat — on Ford. 

“We just had to take the heat off 
the secondary,’ Thomas said. 

With its second half performance, 
the Nebraska defensive unit took the 
pressure off itself. 

The UCLA game left bad feelings 
among the Black Shirts. 

“Tt was like redemption,” said safe- 
ty Tim Jackson, who intercepted two 
Ford passes. ““We didn’t think of the 
game as revenge, we felt redemption. 
We had to go out and do things very 
well.” 

The defensive goal was 13 points. 
Sixteen was close enough. 

“This was exactly what we needed,” 
said Reggie Cooper, NU’s sophomore 
strong safety. “It proves to the rest of 
the country that Nebraska is here. I 
couldn’t ask for anything more.” 

Cooper recorded five total tackles, 
including one for a loss of 7 yards. 
Linebacker LeRoy Etienne made 
seven stops, Mark Blazek had six, and 
Willie Griffin totaled five tackles. 

NU’s defense took its turn the se- 
cond half after the offense and spe- 
cial teams controlled the opening two 
periods. 

The Cornhusker offense had one 
major question to answer as well. 
What happened to the 100-yard 
rusher? 


NU — Brinson 75 punt return (Barrios kick) 

ASU — FG, Zendejas 22. 

NU — Gregory 9 pass from Taylor (Barrios kick). 
NU — Safety, Perkins tackled in end zone. 

NU — Rodgers 3 run (Rodgers run). 

NU — Joseph 6 run (Barrios kick), 


Attendance: 76,312 


An NU running back hadn't» 
cracked the 100-yard barrier for four © 
consecutive games, 

Keith Jones, a 1987 graduate, > 
recorded Nebraska's last 100-yard g 
rushing day when he gained a career- £ 


Joh 
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high 248 yards against Colorado in 
the Huskers’ 1987 regular-season 
finale. 

Jones gained 80 yards in the 1988 
Fiesta Bowl, Ken Clark led the 
Huskers with 80 yards against Texas 
A&M and 90 versus Utah State, and 
Steve Taylor gained a team-high 95 in 
Pasadena. 

“The thing we need is just a run- 
it-at-"em game,” offensive tackle Doug 
Glaser said before Saturday’s game. 
“We need to get back to good ol’ 
Nebraska football.” 

That philosophy netted not only 
one 100-yard rusher Saturday, but 
three. Clark (22 carries-123 yards), 
Terry Rodgers (13-113), and Taylor 
(17-117) all surpassed the century 
mark. It marked the first time three 
Nebraska players had rushed for 100 
yards or more in the same game. 

“We were getting a little tired of it 
(press attention for no 100-yard 
games), said Clark. ‘““We know we've 
got 100-yard backs, it was just a case 
of only carrying 12 times a game.” 

Senior offensive guard John Nelson 
laid a key block on Clark’s 31-yard 
touchdown run, which put the 
Huskers ahead for good, 16-13, with 
13:04 remaining in the half. 

He and the other starting linemen, 
Bob Sledge, Andy Keeler, Jake Young 
and Glaser take pride in the power- 
ful running game. NU gained 441 
yards on the ground against Arizona 
State. 

“We needed to establish ourselves 
again,” Nelson said. “We tried to play 
power football.” 

The Cornhuskers used the first five 
minutes of the game to establish 
themselves and their power game. 

An opening 13-play, 49-yard drive, 
full of pitches, traps, and options, 
resulted in Chris Drennan’s 40-yard 
field goal, his first of the season. 

Four Sun Devil balloons went 
toward the bright, sunny sky during 
NU’s initial drive, but any of the 
76,312 fans in attendance who no- 
ticed, soon learned they were not a 
sign of surrender. 

NU’s kicking game, which was bad- 
ly outperformed in the Rose Bowl, ac- 
counted for the Huskers’ third 
touchdown. 


Despite 
injuries, Bryan 
Carpenter and 
Nebraska’s 
fullbacks were 
steady. 


Dana Brinson received Mike 
Schubh’s punt at the Nebraska 25 (he 
had no trouble seeing the ball, despite 
the fact four lights were burned out 
on the Musco east stadium lights) and 
raced through the left alley for a 
75-yard touchdown. 

Brinson and fellow returnman 
Richard Bell ran through a hole vir- 
tually large enough for all eight ASU 
cheerleaders and the Sun Devil mas- 
cot (with pitchfork) to motor through. 
Cartier Walker shielded the final Ari- 
zona State man who had a chance at 
Brinson. 

“We came out ahead in the kick- 
ing game. That was important,’ Os- 
borne said. 

Nebraska totaled 141 yards in 
returns, including 55 by Jackson on 
his second interception. Arizona State 
did not return either of John Kroek- 
er’s punts (which averaged 39.5 
yards). 

The Sun Devils managed 116 rush- 
ing yards and 186 passing, compared 
to Nebraska’s 470 total net yards. 


Taylor completed three of 10 pass- 
es for 29 yards with one interception. 
Morgan Gregory caught all three 
passes. Ford was eight for 18 with 176 
yards. 

Nebraska owned a 34:11 to 25:49 
advantage in time of possession and 
did not lose its one fumble. 

During Arizona State’s next posses- 
sion following Brinson’s punt return, 
a wave began circling Memorial 
Stadium. 

Unlike the Utah State game when 
fans did the up-and-down drill out of 
boredom, they tried to encourage the 
Black Shirts. 

The Sun Devils marched 76 yards 
in 15 plays to the NU 4, but settled 
for a 22-yard Alan Zendejas field goal. 

ASU’s next possession, following a 
Taylor-to-Gregory 9-yard TD pass, 
ended at the halftime gun with a» 
12-yard sack by Lawrence Pete. That @ 
play sparked the second-half defen- 
sive gem. 

Offensive frustrations (three NU 2 
drives inside ASU’s 30, no TDs) domi- 
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PLAYER OF THE WEEK 


Security Mutual Life has been sharing the 
winning tradition of Nebraska for 93 years and 
you can count on us to continue that tradition. 


Clark leads Big Red Romp 


Nebraska I-back Ken Clark helped 
take the offensive pressure off quar- 
terback Steve Taylor. 

In the process, Clark alleviated a 
few of his own worries as well. 

Clark became the first Husker in 
four games to rush for 100 yards when 


he carried the football 22 times 
against Arizona State for 122 yards. 
Taylor and Terry Rodgers followed 
Clark by cracking the 100-yard bar- 
rier later in the game. 
Prior to the tilt with the Sun Devils, 
Clark doubted whether he should be 


e Ken Clark (22) 

| was flying high 

with 122 yards 
rushing. 


listed ahead of Rodgers on the depth 
chart. 

“T’ve been too hesitant to make a 
mistake,” he said. “I wasn’t acceler- 
ating (in the secondary). I did that 
today.” 

Clark improved his team-leading 
rushing stats to 338 yards on 66 at- 
tempts. 

Taylor accounted for nearly 60 per- 
cent of NU’s offense against UCLA. 
He was nearly the Cornhuskers’ lead- 
ing rusher, trailing Clark by just 13 
yards. 

Nebraska had not had a 100-yard 
rusher against Texas A&M because 
the Aggies had a tough defense and 
Clark and Rodgers shared the I-back 
duties. 

So many Huskers ran the ball 
against Utah State that no one netted 
a lot of yards. 

The game plan of rushing the foot- 
ball went out the window against 
UCLA when the Bruins opened a 
28-0 lead. 

But Saturday, the running game 
returned. And so did the 100-yard 
rusher. 

“Something we take pride in at 
Nebraska is a powerful running 


game,” said guard John Nelson, who 2 
threw a key block on Clark’s 31-yard € 
touchdown in the second quarter. 6 
“Having three different individuals = 
that can do that, it’s nice to have that 2 
much depth.” a 
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nated the third period. 

“Some of it was just bad play call- 
ing;’ Osborne said. 

Rodgers and Mickey Joseph scored 
fourth-quarter touchdowns before 
Leodis Flowers, Ray Coleman, and 
Jerry Dunlap gained yards on NU’s fi- 
nal possession. 

The statistics and players’ post- 
game reactions point to another suc- 
cessful rebound for the Huskers. 

Although Nebraska owns the best 
record in Division 1-A during the past 
10 years, the Cornhuskers have re- 
bounded after tough losses. 

A period such as last week — 
preparing for another tough game af- 
ter a loss — has been rare for Nebras- 
ka football, but it has happened. 

Just last year, the Cornhuskers re- 
bounded from a disappointing loss to 
Oklahoma and avenged a 1986 loss to 
Colorado with a 24-7 win over the 
Buffaloes. 

After losing to Syracuse in 1984, 
Nebraska notched a 17-3 win against 
Oklahoma State. 

In 1977, NU lost to Washington 
State opening day and faced perennial 
power Alabama the next Saturday. 
The Huskers responded with a 31-24 
victory against the Crimson Tide. 

Later that same year, Nebraska 
defeated North Carolina, 21-17, in the 
Liberty Bowl Dec. 19, after suffering 
a 31-point loss to Oklahoma in the fi- 
nal regular-season game. 


Yards Passing 


Fumbles - Lost 


Dana Brinson 


overcame 
early season 
woes with a 
nifty 75-yard 
punt return. 


That situation somewhat resem- 
bled this year’s two-week break be- 
tween the UCLA loss and the Arizona 
State game. 

Although Coach Osborne admitted 
the two-week layoff gave several key 
Huskers a chance to heal injuries, he 
preferred playing the following week. 

“Tt was along two weeks,’ Osborne 
said prior to the ASU game. “It’s been 


Ct OF 


a hard thing to live with.” 

Thomas claims, “It’s still lingering. 
It’s still like a bad dream. It’s a part 
of my life I’m trying to forget.” 

Maybe Saturday’s victory will push 
that memory farther back in the 
minds of Cornhuskers. 

“T think this is what Nebraska is all 
about,” Rodgers said. “We'll bounce 


back.’ @ 
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Nebraska now owns a 19-14-3 
record, including bowl games, against 
opponents from the Pacific 10 Con- 
ference, including a 10-3 mark by 
Osborne-coached teams, Head-to- 
head with Arizona State, NU holds a 
2-1-1 edge, all during Osborne’s 
tenure. 

The Sun Devils and Cornhuskers 


NOTES & QUOTES 


split a pair of games in Sun Devil 
Stadium — a 35-28 NU victory in 
1987 and ASU’s 17-14 win in the 1975 
Fiesta Bowl. 

Saturday marked the first trip to 
Memorial Stadium in Lincoln for Ari- 
zona State, 

NU holds series edges versus 
Pacific 10 schools California (1-0), 
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Oregon (5-1) and Oregon State (7-2), 
but trails against Stanford (0-1), 
Southern California (0-1-1) and 
Washington State (0-3). The Huskers 
are even with UCLA (4-4), Arizona 
(0-0-1), and Washington (1-1-1). 

Big Eight and Pacific 10 schools 
each won a game in head-to-head bat- 
tles earlier this season while four 
games Saturday pitted the leagues 
against each other. 

Besides NU’s win over the Sun 
Devils, Oklahoma lost a 23-7 decision 
to Southern California; Colorado 
defeated Oregon State, 28-21; and 
California bombed Kansas, 28-21. 

The Pacific 10 Conference is sup- 
posed to be the strongest its been in 
a while. League schools are now 19-3 
in 1988 non-conference action. 

Bob Moran, who has covered the 
Pac-10 for the Mesa Tribune since the 
league’s expansion to 10 teams in 
1978, said the change in the scholar- 
ship limit within the conference has 


| helped, 


Pac-10 schools formerly could have 


just 90 players on scholarship while 


the NCAA limit is 95. Conference 
coaches “always felt that was hurting 
them in non-conference games,” Mo- 
ran said. 

A couple of years ago, Pac-10 
schools were all breaking in new 
quarterbacks. Now those programs 
have experienced quality signal- 
callers such as UCLA's Troy Aikman, 
Southern Cal’s Rodney Peete, and 
Erik Wilhelm, a three-year starter for 
Oregon State. 

“No school started the year without 
a quarterback that played last year,’ 
Moran said. 

The only conference school expect- 
ed to be down from a year ago was 
Arizona State, 

Arizona State entered Saturday’s 
game with a 347-vard defensive aver- 
age in victories against Illinois and 
Colorado State. 

The Cornhuskers totaled 564 offen- 
sive yards in the 1987 game against 
the Sun Devils. 

“We're not expecting a game,’ Mo- 
ran said. “Our weakness is Nebraska's 
strength — the middle of the line. We 
caught Nebraska at the wrong time.” 

Saturday’s game marked the 157th- 


consecutive home sellout for Nebras- 
ka, extending its NCAA-record string. 

Coach Osborne reached another 
milestone in his coaching career with 
the Huskers’ win over Arizona State, 
which gave him his 150th win. His 
record of 150-35-2 ranks him third 
among active NCAA Division 1-A 
coaches with a minimum of five years. 

Osborne’s first victory came against 
a Pac-10 school (UCLA in 1973), his 
100th was against a Pac-10 school, 
(UCLA in 1983), and his 150th was 
versus a Pac-10 team (Arizona State in 
1988). 

The 150th win ties Osborne with 
Oklahoma coach Barry Switzer for 
most wins among active Big Eight 
coaches. 

Ken Clark, Nebraska's No. 1 I-back, 
and Rodgers, No. 2, room together the 
night before NU games. The two have 
a friendly battle for the top spot at the 
top of Osborne’s I-formation. 

Both rushed for more than 100 
yards Saturday, along with quarter- 
back Steve Taylor. 

“T told Terry after the game he has 
to stop doing that. He’s putting too 
much pressure on,” Clark said. 

Media hype about Nebraska failing 
to produce a 100-yard rusher in its 
first three games of 1988 caused 
Clark to doubt himself. 

Running back coach Frank Solich 
even showed his top I-back films of 
Heisman Trophy winner Mike Rozier 
to try and improve his acceleration in 
the secondary. 

“T had a lot of doubts going into 
this game about whether I should be 
No. 1 or not,” Clark said. “TI think to- 
day loosened me up.” 

Rodgers downplays the idea of he 
and Clark fighting over the top tail- 
back position. 

“IT don’t know if it’s a battle,” he 
said. “I think Ken and I are good for 
each other. We need his help as well 
as mine.” 

Tyreese Knox played at fullback be- 
hind Bryan Carpenter in the absence 
of Sam Schmidt. 

Carpenter and Knox finished with 
26 yards each. 

“Tyreese hammered their lineback- 
ers,’ Clark said. “I think they were 
getting tired of hitting him.” 


Arizona State first-year coach Lar- 
ry Marmie said after Saturday's game, 
“We knew at halftime we were still in 
the ballgame and had a chance to win 
it. We also knew it wasn’t going to be 
easy. The first series we had two 
penalties and that didn’t get us off to 
a good start in the second half’ 

NU safety Tim Jackson had visions 
Saturday of scoring his first touch- 
down as a Husker after his second in- 


terception, 

“IT was thinking touchdown for 
about 30 yards and I said, ‘Ooh, I’m 
tired’ I decided to cut back and try 
to get to the outside and I didn’t know 
if I had enough wind to do it””’ He 
made a 55-yard return. 

On the cover: Wingback Richard 
Bell and the Huskers got back on the 
winning track against ASU with a big 
win. Photo by Kent Olsen. 
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HUSKER CLOSE-UP 


Youthful Cooper Still Striving 
for the Ultimate Game 


Reggie Cooper is a happy man. 
Despite playing a significant role for 
the Black Shirts last year as a true 
freshman, improving with leaps and 
bounds last spring and starting every 
game so far in 1988, this young-but- 
talented strong safety is satisfied that 
his performance against Arizona State 
has signified his arrival as a Black 
Shirt bomber. 

“T’ve finally made a contribution,’ 
Cooper said in something of an un- 
derstatement after Nebraska's 47-16 


win over the Sun Devils. Certainly, he 
made a big impact. Against ASU, 
Cooper made three unassisted tack- 
les, two assisted stops, one tackle be- 
hind the line, and he caused a fum- 
ble, to boot. 

To say he’s “finally” made a contri- 
bution may be too modest. 

In fact, Cooper played in every 
game for the Huskers last year except 
for UCLA. That’s no small feat con- 
sidering he played behind two accom- 
plished seniors: Jeff Tomjack and 


Cooper latches on to Aggie Darren Lewis in the Kickoff Classic, 


starter Brian Washington, who has 
since made it in the National Football 
League this fall. With 10 games of var- 
sity experience only a year out of high 
school, Cooper registered seven total 
tackles and three pass breakups. Not 
bad for a true freshman. 

And now, he is Nebraska’s only true 
sophomore starter. The last players to 
do that for Coach Tom Osborne were 
Steve Taylor and Broderick Thomas. 

“So far, I just feel like I’ve done 
okay,’ said Cooper. “But that’s not 
enough. I’m wanting to be an excep- 
tional player. Against Arizona State, I 
think I got closer to that goal. I did 
more than just tackle people. I made 
big plays. Big plays that really helped 
the team.” 

Just making tackles? That’s nothing 
to sneeze at either. In fact, Cooper is 
the leading tackler in the Black Shirt 
secondary, having already started the 
season with six-tackle performances 
against Texas A&M and Utah State. 

“Tt was a little more exciting out 
there today because ASU had a good 
quarterback, and we did some blitz- 
ing to throw him off,’ explains Coop- 
er. “We played low-key in the first half 
on the blitzes, but we really cut loose 
in the second half. 

“Tt wasn’t really a matter of mak- 
ing adjustments. Coach (Tom) Os- 
borne simply made it clear that we 
needed to get serious about Arizona 
State, because they're the kind of 
team that could come back on us if 
we let them. I think the whole 
defense responded well in the second 
half?’ 

Cooper has responded well 
throughout his entire football career. 
As a senior for Coach Wayne Grubbs 
at Slidell (La.) High School in 1986, 
Cooper was named Most Valuable 
Defensive Player in Louisiana high 
school football as he led SHS to a 
runner-up finish in the state playoffs. 
His high school jersey number (2) was 
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retired after his senior year when he 
recorded 87 total tackles, 52 unassist- 
ed, four quarterback sacks, three fum- 
ble recoveries and one_ pass 
interception in a nine-game regular 
season. 

A year later, Cooper was a rare 
freshman letter-winner for Nebraska. 

“It’s been a good experience so far 
and a lot of fun,” he said. “I was very 
fortunate last year to play behind a 
couple of super players — guys who 
had a lot of experience and could 
teach me things.” 


Cooper is the leading 
tackler in the Black 
Shirt secondary. 


With Cooper’s assistance, the Black 
Shirt secondary again showed signs of 
stellar play as they held ASU quarter- 
back Daniel Ford to just nine comple- 
tions in 22 attempts and 186 yards. All 
told, Nebraska’s defensive backs had 
one of their best “‘big-play”’ games in 
quite a while. Free safety Tim Jack- 
son made three unassisted tackles, 
one assisted stop and claimed a pair 
of interceptions against the Sun 
Devils’ veteran QB. Junior college 
transfer cornerback Bruce Pickens 
made a nice splash with two tackles, 
the best being a 7-yard quarterback 
sack. Marvin Sanders claimed a fum- 
ble recovery, and all-purpose senior 
safety Mark Blazek recorded six tack- 
les, high for NU’s defensive backs this 
Saturday. 

What was last year considered an 
area of concern has now turned into 
a strength as the Husker defense 
makes early season adjustments be- 
fore heading into what should be a 
tough Big Eight schedule. 

“Yes, it really was important for us 
to put the UCLA game behind us and 
do well against Arizona State,” Pick- 
ens said. “We can still be a great, 
great football team if we keep improv- 
ing. I don’t think you'll see us sit back 
and take it easy after just one game.” 

Cooper may be satisfied he’s mak- 
ing big-play contributions for the 
Black Shirts, but he’s obviously not 
too satisfied. @ 


A true sophomore, Reggie Cooper wants to be more than okay. He 
wants to be exceptional. 
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STATE OF THE HUSKERS 


Mike Babcock 


A Bounce-Back Kind of Team 


Terry Rodgers wasn’t surprised. Not 
in the least. He expected the Nebras- 
ka football team to come back strong 
after its shocking loss to UCLA. 

And the bottom line was, the Corn- 
huskers did. 

“This is what Nebraska's all about,” 
Rodgers said during a post-game in- 
terview in the South Stadium varsity 
lounge after the Cornhuskers’ 47-16 
victory over Arizona State. 

“We're a bounce-back kind of 
team. We had to respond with a win. 
That’s what we went out there to do.” 

Rodgers, one of three Nebraska 
runners to gain more than 100 yards 
against the young and inexperienced 
Sun Devils, was speaking of this year’s 
team. But his words carried the 
weight of history. 

Since Tom Osborne became head 
coach in 1973, Cornhusker teams 
have lost two games in a row only five 
times. 

And, it should come as no surprise, 
arch-rival Oklahoma has always hand- 


ed them one of those two losses. 

(Nebraska has never lost three con- 
secutive games in a season.) 

All but once, the back-to-back loss- 
es have come in the final games of the 
season, the second being a bowl. 

In 1975, the Cornhuskers fell to 
Arizona State 17-14 in the Fiesta Bowl 
after being sent to Tempe by Oklaho- 
ma, 35-10 in their regular-season 
finale. 

In 1976, Iowa State defeated 
Nebraska 37-28, and the next week, 
the Cornhuskers lost to Oklahoma 
20-17, a losing streak which ended 
with a 68-3 pounding of Hawaii, in 
Hawaii. 

That's the one exception. 

In 1978, Nebraska was upset by 
Missouri, 35-31 in Lincoln, then lost 
an unexpected rematch with Oklaho- 
ma, 31-24, in the Orange Bowl. 

In 1979, Oklahoma sent the Corn- 
huskers to the Cotton Bowl by defeat- 
ing them 17-14, the same score by 
which they lost to Houston in Dallas 


The Huskers 
| bounced back 
4 from a 

{ disappointing 
Fiesta Bowl to 
beat A&M, 
which has not 
recovered. 
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on New Year’s Day. 

In 1985, a 27-7 loss to the Sooners 
meant another trip to the Fiesta Bowl 
and a 27-23 loss to Michigan. 

Five times in 16 seasons. 

That’s a remarkable statistic. 

“They probably adjust better than 
any team in the country,’ UCLA 
coach Terry Donahue said by way of 
explanation. 

The Cornhuskers learn from their 
mistakes, in other words. 

“You find out about your weakness- 
es and try to fix them after losses,” 
Nebraska coach Tom Osborne says. 

“It’s hard not to get down on your- 
self after a loss, but we try to convince 
the players and coaches that how you 
handle adversity is more important 
than adversity itself” 

That’s the attitude the Cornhuskers 
took after the loss to UCLA. There 
was no reason to dwell on the bad 
things. 

“There are enough negative fea- 
tures about a loss. Everybody who 
cares knows you lost,” says Osborne. 
“We know we lost. We didn’t just 
stand around. 

“Tf anything, we were caught try- 
ing too hard in many instances. You 
must accentuate the positive to make 
it a learning experience.’ 

Defensive Coordinator Charlie 
McBride, for example, tried not to be 
too critical of his players during prac- 
tice leading up to the Arizona State 
game, 

“T don’t want the players taking 
heat,” he said three days before the 
game. “They feel bad enough. And 
they don’t need someone yelling at 
them.” 

Players aren’t the only ones who 
have to rebound from a loss. No one 
knows that better than McBride, who 
was an assistant coach at both Wis- 
consin and Arizona State before join- 
ing Osborne’s staff in 1977. At 
Wisconsin, in particular, McBride 
suffered through some losses of the 
56-0 variety. 

Because of the “experience of hav- 
ing been beaten like that at other 


universities, maybe I was more pre- 
pared mentally than a lot of the 
coaches who have been around here 
for a long time and never experienced 
anything like that?’ McBride says. 

“You put a lot of hours into it and 
get hammered, and nothing feels 
good. You have more respect for those 
teams that aren’t getting it done ev- 
ery week. You see how lucky you are 
to be on this side of the fence.” 

Cornerback Charles Fryar ex- 
pressed the same sentiment in a 
slightly different way. “The first quart- 
er let me know what Kansas State and 
Kansas players feel like when they 
play us,” he said after the UCLA 
game. “But when we go back to the 
drawing board, we'll do it together, 
players and coaches, and everybody 
will work hard to get us back to that 
Nebraska feeling.” 

How does that feeling translate into 
action? Consider an example. 

After last season’s emotionally 
devastating 17-7 loss to Oklahoma in 
Lincoln, Nebraska rebounded to 
defeat Colorado in Boulder, 24-7. 

That’s typical of how the Corn- 
huskers have responded to losses un- 
der Osborne. 

The victory over Colorado illus- 
trates another quality Nebraska has 
exhibited during the Osborne era — 
with the notable exception of Okla- 
homa, teams rarely have defeated the 
Cornhuskers in consecutive seasons. 

Missouri did it in 1973-74 and Penn 
State turned the trick in 1980-81. 

But typically, Nebraska will 
respond the way it did to an 18-14 loss 
to Florida State in 1980. The Corn- 
huskers whipped the Seminoles 34-14 
in 1981. 

Often, of course, Nebraska's rare 
losses have preceded games the Corn- 
huskers weren't likely to lose. Kansas, 
for example, has had to contend with 
a Nebraska made surly by a loss four 
times. Three of those four losses were 
to Missouri, incidentally. 

Only once did the Jayhawks make 
it close. In 1973, Kansas battled the 
Cornhuskers tough, losing 10-9. The 
other scores were lopsided, 56-0 in 
1974, 31-3 in 1976 and 54-0 in 1980, 

The UCLA loss might have been 
more devastating emotionally because 


NU showed its 

bounce-back 
ability in '87 
against 7-4 
Colorado. 


of the way it began, with the Bruins 
jumping out to a 28-0 first-quarter 
lead. 

But Nebraska has shown it can han- 
dle such letdowns. Consider some ex- 
amples. 

In the 1977 season-opener, former 
Cornhusker Warren Powers brought 
his first Washington State team to Lin- 
coln and stunned Nebraska 19-10. The 
next week, the Cornhuskers stunned 
a good Alabama team, in a nationally 
televised game, 31-24, the first of four 
consecutive victories. 

In 1981, Nebraska was upset by 
Iowa in the season-opener at Iowa 
City, 10-7. The next week, the Corn- 
huskers defeated Florida State, which 
had defeated them the previous sea- 
son, 34-14. 

In 1984, Nebraska went to Syra- 
cuse ranked No. 1 in the nation and 
lost to the Orangemen 17-9. The 
Cornhuskers regrouped, and thanks 
to a punt return for a touchdown by 
wingback Shane Swanson, defeated 
Oklahoma State 17-3. 

Such comebacks are common. 

The loss to UCLA “was just a bad 
game,” according to center Jake 


Young. “We had to come back. We 
had to get back to doing what we do 
best.” 

Offensively, that means running the 
ball, which Nebraska did very well 
against Arizona State. Three ball car- 
riers gained more than 100 yards, 
something that hasn’t happened since 
the Cornhuskers began keeping 
records in 1946. In addition to Rod- 
gers’ 113 rushing yards, I-back Ken 
Clark rushed for 122 yards, and quar- 
terback Steve Taylor ran for 16 yards. 

Nebraska finished with 441 rushing 
yards. “This gives us the opportunity 
to say, “Hey, this is the real Nebraska 
football team,”’ said Young. 

Like Rodgers, Young seemed to 
have put the UCLA loss aside. 

“Tt’s one game,” he said. “If you let 
it stay with you, you’re not going to 
prepare yourself as well.” 

Even so, forgetting what happened 
in the Rose Bowl wasn’t easy. The 
Cornhuskers’ play early in the game 
against Arizona State may have been 
evidence of just how hard it was. 

“We had two weeks to think about 
UCLA,” safety Tim Jackson said. 
“This helps put it out of our minds.” 
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Predictions 


No Takers for UNLV 


Jack Donoghue, Holdrege Citizen, 
Holdrege, Neb.; “After the rough 
schedule that the Huskers have 
played to open this year, Nevada-Las 
Vegas will be a cakewalk. Nebraska 
will be back on their feet again and 
they will be preparing for the Big 
Eight schedule, 

“As much as the UCLA loss might 
have stung the Huskers, they won't be 
smarting from it when the Running 
Rebels arrive in Lincoln, The only 
thing that will determine the final 
score of this game is how many peo- 
ple Osborne wants to get into the 
game and get some valuable playing 
time. Coach Osborne might also try 
some trick plays or new alignments 
just to give the other Big Eight 
schools something else to worry about 
when they play Nebraska. 

“This game will be a confidence 
builder for the Huskers. I think that 
UNLY compares with teams like Kan- 
sas and Iowa State talent-wise, With 
that in mind, I can’t see how this 
game could be anything but a walk- 
over for the Huskers.’ 

Doug McDermitt, Alliance Times 
Herald, Alliance, Neb.: “I really feel 
like the Huskers are starting out great 
this year, despite the loss to UCLA. 
Nebraska played a very tough non- 
conference schedule and I believe 
that the schedule helped to get the 
Huskers ready for the Big Eight. 

“UNLY isn't anything compared to 
a team like Texas A&M or UCLA. I 
feel that this will be a very easy win 
for Nebraska. I'll pick the score to be 
36-14, Nebraska, 

“Playing teams like Texas A&M and 
UCLA helped to strengthen the 
Huskers, When you play tough teams, 
it helps to toughen you. When you 
play teams like Nevada-Las Vegas in 
your own stadium, it gives you more 
confidence. Tom Osborne will give 
everyone on the team a chance to play 
before the game is over” 

Mike Fuehrer, Norfolk News, Nor- 
folk, Neb.: “I can’t see any way that 
Nevada-Las Vegas will cause Nebras- 
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ka any kind of problems. This game 
is a little like the Utah State game, in 
my,mind. When I saw the Huskers 
getting ready to play Utah State, I 
thought to myself that the score might 
be 80-0. I even considered Nebraska 
beating them by 100 points. The same 
thing is in effect here. Nebraska has 
more talent than Nevada-Las Vegas 
does. I believe that the Husker junior 
varsity team could beat the Running 
Rebels. 

“Nebraska will stick to what they 
do best for the UNLV game. They will 
try to run the ball down the Rebels’ 
defensive throat. Nothing fancy about 
it. Tom Osborne will be generous in 
his scoring. 

“The tough schedule that Nebras- 
ka has played recently could hurt the 
Huskers in the long run, but it has 
definitely made them a stronger foot- 
ball team. They say that tougher 
schedules are sometimes too much 
for a team to handle. I hope that it 
won't hurt Nebraska as the season 
goes on,” 

Brent Robinson, Kearney Hub, 
Kearney, Neb.: “Nevada-Las Vegas 
poses no problem for the Huskers at 
all, This game is one of the biggest 
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mismatches that Nebraska could pos- 
sibly have but, at the same time, it 
may be just what the Huskers need 
before playing Kansas to open the Big 
Eight schedule. 

“One thing that will always be true 
about Nebraska is that, if they lose 
one game, they don’t throw everything 
about their offense out the window. 
They will always run the football 
straight at the opponent. Nebraska al- 
ways gets ready for their opponent, 
whether it is UNLV or Oklahoma. 

“UNLV will provide a good chance 
for a lot of Huskers to see action, 
which is what they need. Nebraska 
63, UNLV 7. When you see that Utah 
State and UNLV are in the same con- 
ference and Utah State is supposed to 
win the conference title, you know 
that the Huskers will win the UNLV 
game very easily.’ 

Chris Carlson, Las Vegas Review 
Journal, Las Vegas, Ney.: “As much as 
I hate to say it, Nevada-Las Vegas 
won't do very well against Nebraska. 
But, at the same time, there aren't 
many teams that do well against the 
Huskers on a regular basis — except 
for Oklahoma. 

“When you look at the statistics 


leading up to this game, you can see 
that UNLV won't be able to do any- 
thing offensively and they won't be 
able to stop the Huskers defensively. 
That tells me that this game will be 
a Nebraska blowout. The Running Re- 
bels just don’t have a chance against 
the Huskers. Nebraska will win this 
game easily, but I really don’t want to 
give a final score. Let’s just say 
Nebraska by plenty.” 

Ron Kantouski, Las Vegas Sun, Las 
Vegas, Nev.: “Nebraska 56, UNLV 7. 
It may sound like a blowout to you, 
but I’m being very conservative. I’m 
hoping that Nebraska decides to take 
it easy on the Rebel football team. Is 
there any chance for UNLV to win? 
None. UNLV would have to play so far 
over their heads to win that it would 
be a miracle. 

“When you look at Nevada-Las Ve- 
gas and Nebraska, you’re looking at 
two different leagues. In the PCAA, 
Utah State is the powerhouse. Nebras- 
ka killed the Aggies by something like 
a thousand points. Where does that 
leave UNLV? Comparing the Huskers 
and the Running Rebels is like com- 
paring apples and oranges. UNLV just 
doesn’t have the talent to beat 
Nebraska.” 

Steven Jackson, KTNV-TV, Las Ve- 
gas, Nev.: “As much as I hate to say 
it, I don’t think that Tom Osborne will 
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feel happy winning 19-0. That’s not 
Nebraska’s style. Nebraska will win 
the game, 49-7, and I wish that I 
wasn’t serious about that score. It’s 
sad to say that I don’t think Nevada- 
Las Vegas will be able to move the 
ball on offense or stop the Huskers on 
defense. We're just too small to stop 
Nebraska’s running attack. 

“UNLV would much rather be 
playing a team like Kansas. When you 
see a game like this on your sched- 
ule, you have to question the schedul- 
ing tactics. Nevada-Las Vegas just 
can’t compete with Nebraska, espe- 
cially in Lincoln. The Running Rebels 
will get a plain and simple pum- 
meling.” 

Pat Beckwith, The Yellin’ Rebel, Las 
Vegas, Nev.: “‘This game will paint a 
very ugly picture for UNLV. You have 
to believe that the people who sched- 
uled this game made a very big mis- 
take. UNLV is not even in the same 
class as Nebraska. We hope to go to 
the California Bowl, while Nebraska 
goes to the Sugar or Orange Bowl. I'll 
say that Nebraska will win, 55-9. 
Three field goals for UNLV because 
our kicker is so good. You can’t hope 
for a victory except for a moral victo- 
ry. If Nevada-Las Vegas would get into 
the end zone twice, it would be con- 
sidered a win. Nebraska is so big up 
front that it is scary. We have no pass- 
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ing game and the Huskers won't let 
you run against them. When we saw 
what Nebraska did against Utah State, 
it petrified us. 

“Nebraska is always one of the top 
five teams in the nation. Oklahoma, 
Miami and Nebraska are always 
towards the top. I hope, from now on, 
we try to schedule some the lower Big 
Eight teams like Missouri, or even 
some of the bottom Big Ten teams 
like Wisconsin. That’s more our style. 
Playing Nebraska is an absolute night- 
mare for us.” 

Huskers Illustrated, “If it was 
basketball season, this game might 
cause Nebraska fans to worry a little 
bit. However, Jerry Tarkanian will be 
nowhere near Memorial Stadium on 
Saturday. 

“When a team is compared to the 
likes of Kansas State, it is not a good 
sign. Remember that Utah State and 
UNLV are in the same conference 
and the Utags are favored to win the 
crown. Once again, this is not a good 
sign for the Running Rebels. 

“Look for the Husker offense to 
put this game away early. On defense 
the Black Shirts should stop anything 
that Nevada-Las Vegas will try to run 
against them. 

“There will be no hoops in the end 
zone to make UNLV feel more at 
home. Our pick is Nebraska, 56-6.” 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


UNLV Rebels 


Perhaps the most interesting aspect 
of the UNLV football progam is some- 
thing they don’t have this year — 
namely, fullback Ickey Woods. 

Woods was the nation’s leading 
rusher a year ago as he slashed for 
1,658 yards as a senior, including 
three games over the 200-yard mark 
toward season’s end. 

He was the main reason UNLV, a 
member of the Big West Conference, 
was able to built a respectable 5-6 
record, which included a narrow loss 
to a solid Baylor football team. UNLV 
held the lead, 14-13, going into the 
fourth quarter, and the Bears didn’t 
clinch their win until the 4:48 mark 
of the final period, and they needed 
a 2-point conversion to do that. 

However, Woods has since been 
drafted into the National Football 
League, and Coach Wayne Nunnely 
has the unenviable task of trying to 
replace Woods, three other offensive 
starters and 10 — count ’em — 10 
defensive starters from a unit that sur- 
rendered an average of over 27 points 
a game against a_ less-than- 


The Report Card 


POS. UNLV 


overwhelming schedule. 

The most decorated offensive play- 
er of note is probably tight end 
Cedric Davis, who is considered by 
some to be one of the better tight 
ends across the country. Otherwise, 
though, neither the offense or defense 
seems to be loaded. 

Where the Rebels do shine, how- 
ever, is in the kicking game, which is 
never a good sign when one’s kicking 
game is considered a strength. 

Punter Tony Rhymes ranked eighth 
in the NCAA in 1987 when he aver- 
aged 43.7 yards per kick, and he 
returns this year with the second-best 
average of any punter in Division 1-A. 
He booted 16 punts of 50 yards or 
more and out-punted the opponent in 
10 of 12 games, The drawback is that 
Rhymes produced that fine average 
on a whopping 56 attempts, and it’s 
safe to say he could be punting even 
more often against the Huskers. 

If he’s not, though, and UNLV gets 
close enough for a field goal, there’s 
a good chance they'll make it. Jim 
Cook aced 15 of 17 field goals last 


year, and is an incredible 26 of 30 for 
his career. Cook is the leading return- 
ing scorer in the Big West Conference 
and hit 14 straight field goals at one 
point last season. Even if the Rebs 
don’t get real close, they can score 
points from a distance since Cook has 
connected on nine of 12 field goals 
outside the 40-yard-line. 

A good indication of Nevada-Las 
Vegas’ potential was seen in_ its 
season-opener with Baylor this Sep- 
tember as Cook provided all the Re- 
bels’ scoring in a 27-3 loss. Next to 
Nebraska, Baylor is most definitely 
the toughest foe on the UNLV slate 
in *88. 

Strengths: With its kicking game, 
UNLV could make things interesting. 
Exactly how interesting is a different 
matter. 

Weaknesses: While the Rebel 
offense may get modest results, the in- 
experienced defense is woefully out- 
manned. 

Key Matchups: It’s possible that 
tight end Cedric Davis could do some 
damage. @ 


Nebraska vs. Nevada-Las Vegas 


When: 1:30 p.m. (Central), 
Saturday, Oct. 1. 

Where: Memorial Stadium, 
Lincoln, Neb. 

Media Coverage: Husker Foot- 
ball Network. 

UNLY Facts: Coach — Wayne 
Nunnely (UNLV, 1975) enters his 
third year at UNLV with an L-l 
record. This is his only head 
coaching experience. School 
Colors — Scarlet and Gray. Nick- 
name — Rebels. Conference — 
Big West. Enrollment — 32,000. 
Basic Offense — Multiple. Basic 
Defense — Multiple 50. 

The Series: This is the first 
meeting between the two schools. 
In fact, UNLV has never even 
played a game against a member 
of the Big Eight Conference. Up 


to this point, UNLV’s most presti- 
gious win has probably been a 
45-41 thriller over Brigham Young 
in 1981. A close second would be 
a 17-7 win over Wisconsin in 
1986. 

The most decorated Rebel in 
history was running back Mike 
Thomas who is UNLV’s all-time 
leading rusher with 3,149 yards. 
After college, he was drafted by 
the Washington Redskins and was 
later honored as NFL Rookie of 
the Year in 1975. Thomas was the 
Division II rushing champion in 
1973. Since-departed running 
back Ickey Woods was a school- 
mate and friend of Nebraska 
quarterback Steve Taylor while 
both were growing up in Fresno, 


Calif. 
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COACH’S EVALUATION 


Tom Osborne 


Better, But Not Yet Best 


“I think we played acceptable foot- 
ball. Defensively, I was not real hap- 
py at some of the first-half situations. 
We gave up so many big plays. I 
thought the second half our defense 
played excellent football. We got a lot 
more pressure on the quarterback. Of 
course, we started blitzing more, too. 

“It seemed like they had a little 
trouble handling pressure, and we 
were getting to them faster. 

“And then we were playing man-to- 
man well enough, with the pressure, 
that they weren't getting any big plays. 

“I was generally pleased with the 
way things went the second half. 

“I wasn’t very happy with the 
offense in the third quarter. We had, 
probably, two or three scoring oppor- 
tunities that we frittered away. Some 
of it was just bad play calling. That 
(wingback) reverse, for instance, was 
kind of stupid on my part because we 
were going at them. But we'd run at 
them so much that I thought a coun- 
ter would work. We missed the block 
on it, too. I think it had a chance to 
be a big play. We just missed a slant 
tackle we should’ve had. 

“Overall, it was a satisfying win. I 
think Arizona State came and played 
hard. They have some good, young 
players. I don’t think maybe they’re 
as good a team as they were last year 
because they did lose some great 
players because of graduation. 

“I think (Daniel) Ford played pret- 
ty good. I think he’s a fine quarter- 
back. You give him time, and he'll put 
the ball where it has to be. And he 
was our main problem in the first half. 

“At the halftime, I honestly didn’t 
know who was going to win the game 
because I didn’t think we were stop- 
ping them very good. That’s always a 
nervous feeling when you can’t stop 
your opponent very well. 

“I thought Terry Rodgers ran very 
well, as did Kenny Clark. I think our 
offensive line blocked well. We didn’t 
throw the ball as much because we 
were able to run in pretty effectively, 
and also, we weren't having a great 
day throwing. We missed on a couple 
of opportunities to have big plays in 


the passing game. Then when it got 
to be a 24-point lead, we didn’t throw 
it because we didn’t feel there was any 
point in it. 

“Dana Brinson’s punt return was a 
big play. We mentioned to our play- 
ers how important it was to try to win 
the kicking game. We didn’t do it at 
UCLA. 


RUNNING REBEL 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 


SE 84 Keenan McCardell 6-1 

80 Jamie Williams 5-1 
QT 64 Pat Harden 6-4 

51 Jorge Perez 6-3 

58 Bill Operin 

66 Scott Gunderson 

50 Tony Peko 

52 Paul Elder 

56 Tim Lyons 

66 Scott Gunderson 

51] Jorge Perez 

73 Dustin Quinton 

88 Cedric Davis 

85 Robert Welch 

33 Tommy Jackson 

5 Bernard Jackson 
16 Charles Price 
1 Scott Sims 

32 Darin Brightmon 

30 Howard Howell 

42 Mike Reddick 

80 Jamie Williams 

17 Jim Cook 

15 Tony Rhynes 


DEFENSE 


LT 90 Derek Nicholson 
88 Marguet Miller 
NT 93 Doc Wise 
78 Kevin Folk 
RT 86 Margvet Miller 
97 Dave Pappas 
OLB 55 John Foster 
43 Keith Coleman 
ILB 46 Jody Reinoehl 
Sean Harper 
ILB 48 Keith Williams 
59 Gus Nelinger 
OLB 18 Ron Banks 
96 Avery Miller 
RC 21 Freddy Phillips 
27 Michael Fouther 
FS 4 Charles Anthony 
6 Gerald Robinson 
SS 9 Tyrone Carter 
35 Don Roberts 
13 Al Hemmans 
7 Kevin Harris 
15 Tony Rhynes 
50 Tony Peko 


75 


“The turnover thing was also a big 
factor. We wanted to play with one or 
less turnovers. We had it on the 
ground a couple of times and we had 
the one interception in the end zone, 
which was costly but it wasn’t critical. 

“Brinson’s punt return was excel- 
lent, and I think our punt coverage 
was generally pretty good. So we 
came out ahead in the kicking game. 

“We did a little better against 
Arizona State. We're not there yet.’ Hl 


CORNHUSKER 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 


19 Morgan Gregory 6-0 185 
81 Chip Bahe 5-10 175 
62 Bob Sledge 270 
78 Tom Punt 270 
65 Andy Keeler 265 
53 Mark Antonietti 265 
68 Jake Young 260 
59 Jeff Anderson 270 
76 John Nelson 260 
69 Bill Bobbora 260 
70 Doug Glaser 295 
77 Terry Eyman 265 
43 Todd Millikan 245 
85 Monte Kratzenstein 225 
9 Steve Taylor 205 
14 Gerry Gdowski 195 
29 Bryan Carpenter 200 
34 Tyreese Knox 215 
32 Ken Clark 200 
20 Terry Rodgers 170 
21 Richard Bell 195 
31 Jamie Worden 175 
16 Chris Drennan 180 
44 Gregg Barrios 180 


DEFENSE 


OLB 89 Broderick Thomas 
42 Jeff Mills 
84 Willie Griffin 
56 Joe Sims 
96 Lawrence Pete 
74 Mike Murray 
95 Paul Brungardt 
91 Kent Wells 
93 Jon Marco 
88 Mike Croel 
55 Randall Jobman 
47 LeRoy Etienne 
40 Pat Tyrance 
49 Chris Caliendo 
8 Lorenzo Hicks 
28 John Custard 
5 Tahaun Lewis 
10 Charles Fryar 
17 Reggie Cooper 
23 Mark Blazek 
4 Tim Jackson 
23 Mark Blazek 
46 John Kroeker 
48 Scott Beckler 


an 
; 


ChWANWTW EON WON 


; 


6- 
6- 
6- 
6 
6 
6- 
6 
6 
6- 
6- 
6 
6- 
6- 
5- 
5 
5 
5 
6 
5 
5 
5 


CER Ur Caer hos hh 
= pl — 
@SBoogonvsrv 


235 
220 
275 
265 
270 
240 
255 
285 
220 
215 
230 
230 
230 
240 
195 
165 
170 
175 
200 
200 
190 
200 
175 


WOON HOHE OHNE ShwOw 


7 


NONWSO= 


HROnnw 
on 


Huskers Illustrated 31 


Nebraska’s loss to UCLA may not 
keep the Cornhuskers from a nation- 
al championship if history tells us any- 
thing. 1985 national champ 
Oklahoma lost to Miami 27-14; 1983 
champ Miami lost to Florida 28-3; 
1982 champ Penn State lost to Alaba- 
ma 42-21 and 1977 champ Notre 


Dame lost to Mississippi 20-13, All of 


those losses were early in the season. 

“We know it’s not over”” Nebraska 
cornerback Lorenzo Hicks said. 
“There is so much we can do for our- 
selves, especially if we turn that loss 
at UCLA into something positive for 
us to learn from.’ 


Nebraska has been rated in 221 of 


234 Top 20 polls since Tom Osborne 
took over as coach. 

Former Nebraska backup quarter- 
back Clete Blakeman is now a student 
in the Nebraska Law College and 
works as a referee on the weekends 
at high school football games with his 
father Glen, 

Nebraska defensive tackle Willie 
Griffin, who battled his way into a 
starting role with the Cornhuskers, 
said he is trying to lose the 20 pounds 
NU defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride wants him to lose. “It’s 
something I’m going to have to work 
on the rest of my life. I just eat at the 
wrong times, I guess.” McBride said 
that Griffin is surprisingly strong and 
could become one of the best in the 
country at defensive line if he con- 
tinues to work hard and drops some 
weight. “He still moves so well and 
still has the speed and abilities he 
showed to be a tight end last year?’ 
McBride said. 

Fullback Sam Schmidt will proba- 
bly miss the rest of the season with 
a broken ankle. He was originally list- 
ed as out for a week to 10 days with 
a severe sprain and was on crutches. 
But further examination showed a 
break and the season may be over for 
the senior from Wood River, Neb. 

Defensive tackle Ray Valladao had 
an opposite reaction after he under- 
went arthroscopic knee surgery fol- 
lowing the UCLA game. He is already 
back in pads and should be available 
to play in the Nevada-Las Vegas game. 

Freshmen Mike Grant, a quarter- 
back who has led the NU freshman 


CONFIDENTIALLY 
as 


Lawrence Pete 


team to two whopping wins, and full- 
back Jerry Kleidosty of Omaha South 
were with the varsity by the end of the 
week. Grant will remain with the 
freshmen, where he has completed 
seven passes for five touchdowns and 
run less than 10 times for three more 
touchdowns. But there is talk that by 
the end of the freshman season he 
will get a chance to battle with fresh- 
man Mickey Joseph for the No. 3 spot 
behind Steve Taylor and Gerry 
Gdowski. Kleidosty was elevated to 
back up the fullback spot where in- 
juries to Schmidt and freshman Lance 
Lewis have thinned the ranks. 

McBride is doing his best to save 
the backup running backs. When he 
ordered extra tackling work for the 
defense after the UCLA game he had 
the defensive players tackle each 
other. ‘““We had Mike Murray out 
there tackling Willie Griffin. If we 
went against the scout team we 
wouldn't have a scout team very long,” 
McBride said. 

Middle guard Lawrence Pete, who 
regained the starting position he held 
a year ago, said when he quit the team 
last April he thought he'd never come 
back to football. “But I thought about 
things and changed my mind,” he 
said. The birth of his new baby, Bran- 
don, closing in on a degree and “‘a 
number of other things,” led to the 
decision to quit. But after he request- 


ed to return, Osborne left the deci- 
sion up to a vote of the team. The 
team accepted him and after working 
his way up from the scout squad at the 
beginning of practice, Pete is back on 
top. “We're glad to have him,” 
McBride said. “Middle guard has be- 
come one of our strongest positions 
with him, Murray, Junior Monarrez 
and Brian Edgren.” 

Mark Behning and Mare Munford, 
both former Cornhuskers, have been 
signed to pro contracts. Behning has 
signed with the Pittsburgh Steelers 
and Munford, who played sparingly 
with the Denver Broncos last year, has 
re-signed with the Broncos. 

Nebraska quarterback Steve Taylor 
said about his friend and teammate 
Broderick Thomas, “I’m glad we 
didn’t say how bad we were going to 
beat them (talking about UCLA),” 
Tavlor said. “We made some com- 
ments before the Oklahoma game 
(last year) and when we lost we had 
to eat a lot of crow. This time I was 
so relieved that we went about it the 
way we did. That way you know you 
lost because the other team was bet- 
ter than you.” 

Nebraska assistant coach Tony Da- 
vis, a former Husker star running 
back and a former pro plaver with the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, said he is 
handling his former problems with al- 
coholism. He said attending an alco- 
holism treatment center for a month 
last year saved his life. 

Osborne said he felt Nebraska had 
a chance to come back from a 28-0 
deficit in the first quarter of the 
UCLA game up until the Corn- 
huskers failed to recover an onsides 
kick with about four minutes left. 
“T’m never shellshocked. I was con- 
cerned when we were down 14-0. 
When we were down 28-0, I figured 
it would be very tough. But I still 
thought we'd make a game of it and 
I believed we'd win.” 

McBride said of the changes after 
the game, “We need to concentrate 
on looking at the ball carriers’ hips 
and not their eyes. You get to looking 
at their eyes and you get mesmerized. 
A good back uses his head and shoul- 
ders so much, you don’t know where 
he’s going.’ & 
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Dont play games wit 
your lungs. 


_ Your lungs are an incredible piece of equipment. 
But they’re also incredibly delicate. Every time you smoke, you damage your lungs. 
Puff after puff, day after day, your lungs get weaker and weaker until finally, they’re useless. 


Like a flat football. Don’t let that happen to your precious lungs. el 
—Eric Dickerson 
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Start of a New Tradition 


SOME TALENTED YOUNG LINEBACKERS ARE WAITING 
IN THE WINGS AS NU’S VETS WIND DOWN STELLAR CAREERS. 


With All-Americans like Broderick 
Thomas and LeRoy Etienne bolster- 
ing the usually tenacious Nebraska 
defense, two-things are bound to hap- 
pen and both seem natural to the 
tradition-rich Cornhuskers. 

First, it appears quite likely that for 
the first time in nine years and only 
the second time in the last dozen sea- 
sons, two Husker linebackers will be 
selected in the professional football 
draft. The last time this happened was 
from the 1979 Cotton Bow] team 
when George Andrews went in the 
first round to the Los Angeles Rams 
and Lee Kunz in the seventh round 
to the Chicago Bears. 

The 1976 Bluebonnet Bowl cham- 
pionship team had Rik Bonness (a 


collegiate center who was drafted as 
a linebacker prospect in the third 
round by the Raiders) and Bob Mar- 
tin (sixth round, Jets), with both be- 
ing invited in the initial phase of the 
pro draft. Not even the highly regard- 
ed crew of 1986...Mare Munford 
and Kevin Parsons. ..stirred this 
much interest from the professional 
scouts. 

Second, the presence of Etienne 
and Thomas has a tendency to over- 
shadow a group of underclassmen 
that inside linebacker coach John 
Melton rates “maybe not the best but 
as good as any we've had, and that in- 
cludes Munford, Mike Knox and 
Parsons.” 

When looking forward to the rest 
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of the potentially outstanding 1988 
season plus the next two years down 
the road, Melton says, “Randall Job- 
man, Pat Tyrance, Chris Caliendo, 
Mark Hagge and a young kid Mike 
Petko all have shown outstanding 
promise, a better than good attitude, 
solid work habits and aggressiveness. 

“They're a fun group to work with. 
They really are; but, the year we had 
Munford, Knox and Parsons. . .well, 
they weren't bad!” 

With the open date to digest and 
redigest the stunning loss to UCLA, 
Melton attributed the first-quarter 
demise to “shoddy, very shoddy 
tackling.” 

He adds, “We were there, but we 
tackled badly. We missed several tack- 


les on a long gainer and a punt return, 
After the first quarter, we settled 
down but at that point they had us on 
the run. Either they ran so well or we 
tackled so poorly. . . most likely it was 
a combination of both.” 

Still, it doesn’t dampen Melton’s 
enthusiasm about his inside lineback- 
er group. 

“The big thing about a linebacker 
is that several years ago he was a big, 
strong kid who played tough against 
the run. If they threw a pass, that’s 
what the defensive backs were for. 

“Now, the kid has to be big enough 
to support the run and quick enough 
to run with the backs coming out of 
the backfield. The passing game in all 
levels is better, more sophisticated 
and forces greater pressure on the 
linebacker.” 

How fast does a linebacker have to 
be? Melton explains, “I would like 
them in that 4.6 to 4.7 range, but, un- 
fortunately, guys like that usually play 
fullback. We survive with 4.7 speed. 
It’s not how fast they are in the 40 but 
how quick they are in 10 yards. Their 
job is to keep the offensive player 
from going 40 yards.” 

What about the outside linback- 
ers? Melton opined, ‘‘They’re really 
defensive ends, but the pros and high 
schools use this terminology (outside 
linebacker) maybe because defensive 
end sounds so singular in purpose. 

“Maybe that’s why we stick with 
the 5-2 rather than the 3-4, because 
a true 3-4 requires you to recruit 
twice as many pure linebackers. Any- 
way, when it’s a psssing situation, you 
use a nickel (one defensive back 
replacing a linebacker or end) or a 
dime (two defensive backs) defense, 
which makes you worry yourself 
about the draw and trap plays.” 

While Thomas and Etienne are be- 
coming on-the-job heroes, there is a 
quartet of undergraduates making 
serious application for the attention 
these two are getting for subsequent 
seasons. Here are some thumbnail re- 
marks from Melton on linebackers on 
the rise and another who is no longer 
at the position. 

Pat Tyrance, (6-2, 230, so.) from 
Omaha: “He’s been a real surprise. 
Pat is playing awfully good football for 


John Melton 
(top) and the 
Husker 
coaches can 
point with 
pride to their 
linebackers. 
True 
sophomore 
Mike Croel 
(bottom) is an 
outside 
linebacker 
who has 
played 
extensively his 
first two years. 
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A New Tradition 
es 


a sophomore. Personally, he’s a Jekyll 
and Hyde, and I mean that in a flat- 
tering way. Off the field, he’s the most 
mild-mannered young man you'll 
meet...the kind of guy you would 
want your daughter to date. On the 
field, he’s something else. He’s big 
and strong and has the quickness to 
defend against the pass. I sure do like 
this young man.” 

Randall Jobman, (6-3, 230, jr.) from 
Lisco: “We call him Cowboy for the 
obvious reason of rodeo background. 
He’s our No. 2 player at both line- 
backer spots and the only difference 
between him and LeRoy is that speed. 
He runs under 4.8. He’s a football 
player, that’s a very valuable intangi- 
ble for any young man in this sport.” 


Chris Caliendo (6-3, 240, jr.) of 


Brookfield, Wisc: “He's getting better, 
and he does things, defends against 
the run and pass. He’s about 4.7, and 
I’m working on him to be our second 


Thomas (89) and Etienne (47) 
typify Nebraska’s new 
linebacker: strong and fast. 
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sub on our ‘dime’ team. He can do the 
job. His biggest problem is his ten- 
dency to lose concentration tem- 
porarily. Time should take care of 
this.” 

Mark Hagge (5-ll, 230, jr.) from 
Omaha: “Great against the run and 
especially outstanding on the special 
teams, like kick coverage. He’s on the 
short side, and that hurts him on pass 
defense. But, he’s a tough one, a good 
kid and a leader who can pick you up 
when things aren't going as good as 
you hoped.” 

Kenny Walker (6-4, 230, so.) of 
Crane, Tex.: “Now here’s one I hated 
to lose, but we have problems with 
depth in the defensive line and that’s 
where he is. He reminds you of Okie 
State’s Leslie O'Neal. . .apparently 
too skinny to play tackle but in your 
backfield most of the afternoon. The 
kid is going to be a great player 
although he has only 10 percent hear- 


ing in one ear. Of course, he’s not go- 
ing to be involved in as many audibles 
at defensive tackle, but he’s a heck of 
an athlete. He’s around 4.6, maybe 4.6 
flat. That gives you some idea about 
his potential.” 

Mike Petko (6-4, 230, fr.) of Ana- 
heim, Calif: “He’s got a chance. At 
this point, he has shown the tools to 
play, and with a number of these guys 
we mentioned above going to be 
seniors, we've got to recruit a lot like 
him next year’ 

And those are just the inside line- 
backers. Tony Samuels coaches the 
outside linebackers, and the Huskers 
are blessed with several outstanding 
players there besides the highly ho- 
nored Thomas. Jon Marco (6-1, 220, 
sr.) of Bellevue, Neb., is listed as a co- 
starter, having risen up the Black Shirt 
ranks from humble beginnings as a 
1984 walkon. 

He is joined by Jeff Mills (6-3, 220, 
jr.) of Montclair, N.J. Mills has drawn 
praise from NU coaches for his im- 
proved play last spring and again this 
fall. And playing second-team outside 
linebacker is a true sophomore, Mike 
Croel (6-3, 215) of Sudbury, Mass., 
and he is the fastest of all the line- 
backers with a fine 4.62 electronic 
timing in the 40-yard dash. Don’t be 
fooled. Nebraska’s high-tech system 
for clocking speed actually produces 
times that are a little “slower” than 
those done by stopwatch. ..about 
fifteen-hundredths of a second slow- 
er. So, Croel’s speed would be about 
the same as a 4.5 time you'd see for 
players at another college. 

That’s what Melton meant about 
Walker’s 4.6 speed. With an electron- 
ic time of 4.78 in the 40, the strap- 
ping Walker would see that time dip 
about .15 if he was clocked with a 
traditional stop watch. 

And that’s a pretty solid group of 
athletes backing the Black Shirt line. 

But then, like all coaches, the like- 
able Melton gets the itch to ply his 
trade: “Is that enough? I hope it is be- 
cause even with an open date, we've 
got a chance to correct a lot of the 
mistakes we made against UCLA. 
We've just got to find a way to stop 
Arizona State. It’s not going to be 
easy. 


John Marco (93) is one of three seniors among Nebraska’s top 
eight linebackers. 
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Well-Connected 


Rod Henkel 


WHEN NEBRASKA GOES WEST, YOUNG MEN 
OFTEN HEAD EAST TO PLAY THEIR COLLEGE FOOTBALL. 


The West Coast Connection. 


By which, the University of 


Nebraska has obtained current 
football stars such as quarterback 
Steve Taylor, wingback Richard Bell, 
and I-backs Tyreese Knox and Terry 
Rodgers. 

Special features, including 
contacts, reputation, tradition, and 
exposure make Big Red football a fine 
attraction to West Coast players, 
particularly those in southern 
California. 
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Two trips to Arizona last season 

paid off for Nebraska when West 

Coast recruits gave NU a warm 
welcome. 


That connection to the Golden 
State developed years ago and still 
exists, according to NU on-campus 
recruiter Dave Gillespie. 

A new connection with Arizona, 
begun last year, may cause the 
Cornhuskers’ West Coast connection 
to stretch a little eastward as well. 

Currently, nine players on the 
Huskers’ varsity roster call 
somewhere in California home. 

Along with Taylor (Fresno), Bell 
(Altadena), Rodgers (National City), 


and Knox (Daly City), teammates 
Chris Drennan (Cypress), Jerry Dun- 
lap (Ventura), Willie Griffin (Monro- 
via), Junior Monarrez (Bell Garden), 
and Ray Valladao (Atwater) hail from 
the state known for warm weather, 
sandy beaches, redundant population 
density, and of course, blue chip foot- 
ball players. 

The Golden State has been even a 
larger treasure chest of major college 
talent in the past for Nebraska. 

Gillespie, who played I-back at 
Nebraska from 1974-76 after coming 
from California, says the Cornhusker 
roster has often listed 12, 15 and 17 
players at a time from California. 

“We always seem to get two or 
three athletes out of there,’ he says. 

Not all areas of the United States 
attract NU coaches on recruiting 
ventures. 

Coach Tom Osborne’s staff does not 
infiltrate the mid-East (Ohio, Pennsyl- 
vania, etc.), the South (except Loui- 
siana), the Northwest or the 
Northeast. 

Big Red’s roster, however, may oc- 
casionally include a player from those 
areas of the country. 

“The only time we really go into 
those areas is if we get a player there 
who has a particular interest in us,” 
Gillespie says. 

“If you get spread out, you can’t fo- 
cus on the kids you really need to 
work on. It kind of defeats our pur- 
pose out there.” 

Nine NU coaches travel on the 
recruiting trail and staff members di- 
vide the country among themselves. 
Some areas are ignored. 

California with its gold mine of ta- 
lent has never been shunned by 
Nebraska. At least in the last 20 years. 

“We go there basically because 
there’s a high concentration of good 
football players,’ Gillespie says. “The 
same reason we go to Texas, New 
Jersey. 

“We keep going back because we 
keep getting good players there. 
We've kind of developed a pipeline to 
certain areas.” 

Countless Huskers have traveled 
that pipeline from California to Lin- 
coln. Still other prospects have re- 
fused a career at Nebraska. 


Some California lads enjoy a Big Sur wave, but many are equally 
impressed by a Big Red wave. 


Gillespie lists two major drawbacks 
in trying to attract out-of-state ath- 
letes to Big Red country — location 
and weather. 

“Ninety-five percent of the time 
when we lost a prospect we really 
wanted, it was too far away or too darn 
cold,” he says. “Often times, the im- 
portant factor for the kid is weather.’ 

Once in a while, coaches of other 
schools trying to recruit the same ath- 
lete will exaggerate the Midwest 
winters. 

Comparisons to Alaska and even 
colder regions are not uncommon. 

“Sometimes we have to rumor con- 
trol on that kind of thing,” Gillespie 
says. 

The distance from California to 
Lincoln lessens the effectiveness NU 
coaches have in visiting prospects or 
vice versa. 

When athletes choose to personal- 
ly inspect a program, they must pay 
their way to that campus. Traveling to 
Lincoln can be more expensive than 
a car ride to a California school. 

The long-distance trip to the Mid- 


west or misconceived notions about 
the area can damage NU’s chances of 
signing a player. 

“I think people have the percep- 
tion that Lincoln is small, a country- 
like town,’ Gillespie said. Once 
recruits do make the trip to the 
Nebraska capitol city, “most of them 
are surprised that Lincoln is as big as 
it is and we have so many social and 
cultural things to do.’ 

Nebraska coaches know they can- 
not control location of the school or 
the weather. 

“We try and accentuate the posi- 
tive things and not worry about loca- 
tion and weather,’ Gillespie says. 

The positive aspects of Nebraska 
football, the factors that attract top- 
notch players year after year, are 
almost as numerous as the recruits 
themselves. Each player bases his de- 
cision to become a Husker on differ- 
ent criteria. 

To some, national exposure on tele- 
vision is the No. 1 drawing card. Os- 
borne’s style of football convinces 
others to play at Nebraska. Tradition, 
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competition, friends, and experiences 
influence still others. 

Even the weather attracted at least 
one current Husker. Taylor, who bas- 
ically had his heart set on playing for 
Nebraska since he was very young, 
says he enjoys the seasonal changes. 
He became tired of the weather al- 
ways being warm in California. 

“You talk to some kids and they 


Well-Connected 


want a change in climate. culture,’ 
Gillespie says. “This is certainly a lit- 
tle bit different climate and our cul- 
ture is a little bit different.” 

Big Red tradition has become com- 
mon knowledge to college football 
fans nationwide. Having a chance to 
compete with a team that during the 
past 26 years has been ranked in the 
Top 10 for 24 seasons would sound in- 
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viting to most high school standouts. 

Football players listen when a 
Nebraska coach stops on a recruiting 
visit. Rarely, in any part of the coun- 
try, does a Cornhusker staff member 
receive a negative response. 

The tradition has translated into 
demand for television time. In the 
1980s alone, the Nebraska football 
team has been shown on television, 
regional or national broadcasts, 48 
times — an average of six televised 
games a year. 

High school players watch NU on 
the tube and “it exposes them to your 
style of football and whether it ap- 
peals to them,’ Gillespie said. “We 
certainly have a unique style of foot- 
ball both offense and defense.” 

The on-campus recruiter sees 
another advantage to playing on tele- 
vision, especially in recruiting ath- 
letes from far away states such as 
California. 

“It’s important for parents to see 
their son play.’ 

Nebraska's record while playing on 
television, 63-36 since 1953, certain- 
ly portrays a winning program to any 
television viewer. 

“If we're fighting for a kid in that 
area (of NU’s opponent), winning 
definitely is beneficial,” Gillespie says. 

In the southern California area, 
NU’s main competition for recruits 
comes from Oklahoma, Notre Dame, 
USC and UCLA. 

The Huskers’ loss to the Bruins 
Sept. 10 could affect Nebraska’s 
chances of getting a few southern 
California recruits, especially those in 
attendance. 

“UCLA had a lot of recruits at the 
game,’ Gillespie says. “It was an emo- 
tional high for the fans, players, and 
coaches. The prospects get caught up 
in that euphoria. 

“T think that particular game didn’t 
help us out as far as recruiting down 
there.” 

Along with success in college foot- 
ball comes appearances in post- 
season bowl games. Nebraska cur- 
rently owns the nation’s longest streak 
with 19 consecutive bowl ap- 
pearances. 

Bowl games mean exposure in such 


| areas as Miami, Dallas, Houston, New 


Orleans and Tempe. 

When Nebraska competed in the 
1985 and 1987 Sugar Bowls, Husker 
coaches went out of their way to meet 
high school coaches. 

As a result, Louisiana has been a 
hotbed for NU recruits the past four 
or five years. The current Husker var- 
sity roster includes Mickey Joseph, 
LeRoy Etienne and Reggie Cooper, 
all of the Bayou State. 

Trips to the Fiesta Bowl in 1986 
and particularly 1988 opened the 
recruiting door to Arizona. Tyrone 
Byrd, Jeremiah Clark, Bart James and 
Scott Peterson all received NU 
scholarships in 1988. 

“That exposure really helps,’ 
Gillespie savs. “All four of them did 
at least come to one of our practices 
while we were down there (at the 
1988 Fiesta Bowl). We couldn’t talk 
to them, but I think they saw we try 
to do things right.” 

Visits with high school coaches 
while in Arizona paid off last spring 
when recruits made their com- 
mitments. 

“We got a lot of exposure to the 
coaches and the high school commu- 
nities,’ Gillespie says. “Indirectly, 
their influence is very great on the 
prospects.” 

Nebraska never recruited the Ari- 
zona area before, but last year’s Ari- 
zona State game and the second visit 
to Tempe for the Fiesta Bowl present- 
ed NU coaches with a golden oppor- 
tunity to “‘test the water” 

The results more than satisfied the 
Huskers. “Now, that is a new area for 
us and an area we're recruiting hard 
now,’ Gillespie says. 

With the addition of Arizona to the 
recruiting map, Osborne and his staff 
have realigned their responsibilities to 
fit in the new area. 

Recent rule changes by the NCAA 
negatively affected NU’s ability to 
recruit long distance. College foot- 
ball’s governing body shortened the 
evaluation period. 

It placed schools like Nebraska in 
a difficult situation trying to recruit 
California kids against the UCLAs 
and USCs. 

“A lot of our time is travel time,’ 
Gillespie says. “Every week, we'll 


Off-campus recruiter Jack Pierce 
is pleased that hot prospects 
out West think Husker coaches 
are pretty cool guys. 


probably lose one or two days of 
recruiting to schools like UCLA. That 
puts us in a bind.’ 

Another NCAA regulation im- 
plemented a couple years ago les- 
sened the role booster groups could 
play in recruiting prospects. 

Californians for Nebraska, for ex- 
ample, previously could write letters 
and visit potential scholarship candi- 
dates. Those contacts are no longer al- 
lowed, but such groups still perform 
valuable services to the athletes once 
they complete their eligibility. 

“That gives (players) a lot of busi- 
ness contacts out there,’ Gillespie 
says. “The kids realize when they get 
done here, they can go back to 
California and have contacts in 
business.” 

Rather than communicate directly 
with recruits, booster club members 
can still represent the Cornhuskers by 
“talking in general about Nebraska. 
We have a lot of support in that part 
of the country.’ 

Many former Nebraskans also re- 
side in Arizona, Gillespie says, giving 
the Cornhuskers a support group in 


that area. 

Big Red support lies not only in the 
alumni-based factions, but also with 
contacts NU coaches or players have 
made. 

High school coaches in southern 
California have gained much respect 
for Nebraska football. 

“A lot of coaches out there come 
here for our coaching clinic,’ 
Gillespie says. ““We've built a good 
rapport with the high school coaches 
out there.’ 

Players already on the NU roster 
who originated in California and Ari- 
zona visit with prospects when they 
make their recruiting trips to Lincoln. 

They share how they adjusted to 
living far away from home and in the 
frigid temperatures. 

Current Huskers can attest to Big 
Red fever — 76,000 fans in Memorial 
Stadium on fall Saturday’s — and the 
loyalty to Nebraska among the 
citizens of the state. 

“There’s not as much of a loyalty for 
one school (in California or Arizona) 
as there is out here,’ Gillespie says. 
“We make them aware of the fans, the 
sellouts.” 

NU’s on-campus recruiter likes 
what he sees when he reviews the 
current talent among California and 
Arizona high school players. 

Although he cannot accurately 
compare the Arizona prospects be- 
cause the Cornhuskers are entering 
relatively new turf, Gillespie says they 
are “only going to be (improving) 
more and more. Arizona (players) 
have gotten much, much better the 
last 10 years.” 

California will provide colleges 
with the best talent it has in the last 
six years. 

For Nebraska to continue its over- 
whelming success of pulling some of 
those top California and Arizona play- 
ers to the Midwest, the West Coast 
connection must be utilized. 

Emphasizing tradition, coaching 
staff, record and fan support, Corn- 
husker coaches should collect 
another treasure of talent. 

“We do feel we have some inroads 
in the area,” Gillespie said. “We like 
to think we have a little bit of a con- 
nection there.’ # 
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RECRUITING BY REGIONS 


These bad, bad boys will make col- 
lege recruiters and defensive coordi- 
nators feel so good when they sign on 
the dotted line next spring; they are 
the linebackers. 

College linebackers only a few 
years ago were powerful men of 
tremendous strength whose main job 
was to stop the run, Today, though, 
these young men must stop the run 
and the pass as the college game 
sends more and more of its tight ends 
and running backs into pass patterns. 
That pattern looks to continue for 
quite a while. The result is that even 
a talented inside linebacker must have 
quickness or he'll falter in Division 
1-A, 

This week we've lumped the best 
of these beasts into one category of 
“linebackers” even though they could 
eventually play inside or outside in 
college. Some, of course, will be called 
defensive ends, but the key is that all 
have the size. speed and savvy to 
wreck havoc on offenses. 


WEST 


Most experts see Tyrone Morrison 
(6-3, 225, 4.6) of San Diego as the best 
out West. He could be one of the top 
10 outside linebackers in the country. 
Morrison had 25 quarterback sacks as 
a junior while averaging 12 tackles a 
game. A hard-nosed player, Morrison 


can dominate a game (partly because 
of a 350-pound bench press), Schools 
of note include Oklahoma, Nebraska, 
Ohio State, Washington, Southern Cal 
and Michigan. 

After Morrison it drops off a bit, but 
not much. Dana Ripley (6-3, 230, 4.8) 
of Garden Grove is a super lineback- 
er who also played quarterback as a 
junior, throwing for over 1,000 yards. 
However, his college career is 
definitely as a defender. An all-leaguer 
in ‘87, Ripley excels at stopping the 
run, making 109 total tackles last year. 


Garrett Greedy (6-3, 235, 4.8) of 


Anaheim made almost 100 tackles 
and made all-league. For his size, 
Greedy stays very low and has a bench 
press in the 300-pound range. Very 
physical player. Outstanding student. 
Schools of note include UCLA, Notre 
Dame, Colorado, Southern Cal, Stan- 
ford and Nebraska. 


Erik Simien (6-3, 220, 4.7) of 


Gardena, Calif., is a very quick and 
physical linebacker who made LO 
tackles and 19 quarterback sacks as 
a junior. He’s got a 340-pound bench 
press. Just a super pass rusher. Simien 
has played a lot in the defensive line 
over a three-year career, but his col- 
lege career will definitely be in a 
stand-up position. Schools of note in- 
clude Washington, Nebraska, Notre 
Dame, Miami, Southern Cal, UCLA 
and Arizona State. 

Doug Nelson (6-2, 210, 4.6) of Playa 
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del Rey posted over 100 tackles as a 
junior and has the kind of speed and 
range to become a superstar, Out- 
standing pass rusher. Nelson also stars 
in basketball, tennis and track, where 
he has run an 11.1 in the 100 meters. 
Schools of note include California, 
Notre Dame, Washington, Miami, 
Stanford and Alabama. 

Brian Allen (6-3, 215, 4.6) of 
Newhall Hart, Calif., was mentioned 
here earlier as a great tight end 
prospect, but there’s also a good 
chance he could be a college star as 
an outside linebacker. People will be 
knocking down his door no matter 
what spot he plays. 

Other key players to watch on the 
West Coast include Dinny Hansen 
(6-5, 215, 4.7) of Spokane, Wash.; Kyle 
Foye (6-2, 230, 4.75) of Yakima, 
Wash; Demetrius Dubose (6-2, 210, 
4.7) of Seattle; and Casey Cemack 
(6-1, 220, 4.7) of Peoria, Ariz. 


THE MIDLANDS 

Nick Smith (6-2, 220, 4.7) of Cin- 
cinnati will be an All-American this 
year — count on it. He could rate as 
one of the best in America. Smith 
made 132 tackles last vear, including 
15 stops behind the line, Great hitter. 
Super speed. Smith has it all, includ- 
ing a chance to be a solid tight end 
in college. Good student. Also starts 


at forward in basketball. Schools of 
note include Ohio State, Tennessee, 
Michigan, Penn State and Stanford. 

Midlands linebacker talent is excel- 
Jent in 1988, and right behind Smith 
is Chris Holder (6-2, 220, 4.75) of 
Prairie View, Ill., who has a 
400-pound bench press to his credit. 
Made 100 tackles as a junior, includ- 
ing four interceptions. He’s got the 
speed; as a fullback he ran for 500 
yards and 13 touchdowns. Also a 
talented heavyweight wrestler. Fine 
student, too. Schools of note include 
Penn State, Michigan, Florida, Ten- 
nessee, LSU, Florida State, Oklaho- 
ma, Auburn and Ohio State. 

Joe Barry (6-2, 210, 4.7) of Boulder, 
Colo., is on the verge of becoming a 
national star. He had over 150 tack- 
les as a junior with 18 of those com- 
ing behind the line. All-State in 1987. 
Considered one of the best prospects 
around, Good tight end skills, too, His 
father is offensive line coach at 
Colorado. Schools of note include CU, 
Nebraska, Southern Cal, Notre Dame, 
Michigan, Washington and Florida 
State, 

Lewis Lowe (6-3, 240, 4.75) of 
Detroit is so solid he is even consi- 
dered a fine prospect in the line. His 
speed, however, is so good, it'll be 
hard to keep him there. Had 130 tack- 
les as a junior. Some say he may well 
develop into one of the top three or 
four inside backers in the country, 
Some say he already is. Schools of 
note include Penn State, Michigan, 
Ohio State, Miami, Florida State, 
Notre Dame and Georgia. 

Randy Scianna (6-1, 220, 4.8) of 
Homewood, IIl., is a three-year start- 
er with more than 300 tackles and 12 
fumble recoveries to his credit. Has 
a 375-pound bench press. Scianna is 
a big-time player. Very aggressive. 
Can't be blocked. Schools of note in- 
clude Standord, Indiana, Navy, Michi- 
gan, Miami, Iowa, Illinois, Notre 
Dame, UCLA and Michigan State. 

Other linebackers to watch are 
Roger Harper (6-4, 210, 4.6) of 
Columbus, Ohio; Kelvin King (6-3, 
220, 4.75) of Akron, Ohio: Mike 
Dailey (6-1, 215, 4.8) of Fairfield, Lowa; 
and D,J. Rezac (6-2, 215, 4.7) of Oma- 
ha, Neb. 


SOUTHWEST 


It’s time to get down and get seri- 
ous. There just isn’t any question who 
the best outside linebacker in Ameri- 
ca is. The envelope, please. . . Jessie 
Armstead (6-2, 205, 4.45) of Dallas, 
Tex., who is by far the fastest of this 
year’s linebacker class. Was named 
USA Today Sophomore Player of the 
Year. Has over 400 tackles in two 
years, including 28 quarterback sacks. 
Has a 370-pound bench press. In- 
credible player. Schools of note in- 
clude Oklahoma, Nebraska, UCLA, 


There just isn’t 
any question who 
the best outside 
linebacker in 
America is. Jessie 
Armstead of 
Dallas, Tex., is by 
far the fastest of 
this year’s 
linebacker class. 


Michigan, Texas, Miami and a cast of 
thousands. 

Behind Armstead, however, the 
Lone Star state drops off quickly. Still, 
Chris Rapp (6-2, 230, 4.8) of Dallas 
also shines, this time in the mold of 
a physical middle linebacker, He had 
over 140 tackles as a junior, including 
six QB sacks. Good football savvy. 
Some say he will be an All-American. 
Soon. Schools of note include UCLA, 
SMU, Texas, Louisiana State, Notre 
Dame and Texas A&M. 

Also in the fast lane is Kevin Wat- 
ler (6-2, 210, 4.5) of Houston, who is 
a true sideline-to-sideline player, mak- 
ing over 100 tackles as a junior. Great 
hitter and great on the pass rush, Wat- 
ler may be the only linebacker in 
America who can stay with Armstead 
in a foot race. A big-time player. 
Schools of note include Florida State, 
Louisiana State, Southern Cal, Okla- 


homa and Texas. 

Rodney Townsend (6-3, 220, 4.7) of 
Bridge City is also considered an out- 
standing linebacker, and it’s easy to 
see why with his 130 tackles and five 
quarterback sacks last year. Very good 
with his hands, A powerful hitter, He's 
got the talent to play inside or out. 
Outstanding against the run. Schools 
of note include Notre Dame, Oklaho- 
ma, Nebraska, Arkansas and Texas. 

James Mallet (6-3, 210, 4.65) of 
Liberty, Tex., should be one of the 
better linebackers in Texas. He made 
over 122 tackles as a junior. Also has 
fine speed, rushing for almost 400 
yards as a tailback. Benches over 300 
and stars on the basketball team. 
Schools of note include Houston, 
Nebraska, Colorado, Oklahoma and 
Louisiana State. 

Other Lone Star ’backers to watch 
include Bo Robinson (6-4, 240, 4.7) 
of Bremond, Tex.; David Condon (6-4, 
240, 4.7) of Arlington, Tex.; Albert 
Fontenot (6-4, 225, 4.7) of Houston; 
and Vermon Collins (6-2, 255, 4.8) of 
Kilgore, 


SOUTHEAST 


Richard McKenzie (6-3, 220, 4.5) of 
Lauderdale Lakes, Fla., belongs in 
the stratosphere with Armstead. 
Made 94 tackles last year, which is 
modest by some comparisons, but 
McKenzie also had 18 tackles behind 
the line, two fumble recoveries, five 
fumbles caused, two punts blocked 
and one interception for a TD, Great 
strength (400-pound bench press). 
Explodes on the snap. Schools of note 
include Penn State, Michigan, Flori- 
da, Oklahoma, LSU, Auburn, Ohio 
State and Tennessee. 

The Southeast super-stud list is a 
long one, with Antonio London (6-4, 
200, 4.55) of Tullahoma, Tenn., get- 
ting rave reviews. While averaging 14 
tackles a game, also has a 22-foot long 
jump and a 6-10 high jump to his 
credit. Great pass rusher. With his 
frame, he should grow into an out- 
standing inside player. Schools of note 
include Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, 
Penn State, Nebraska, and UCLA. 

Nickey Pitts (6-4, 220, 4.65) of 
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| Columbus, Ga., has All-American 
written all over him. Plays defensive 
end, but whatever you call his posi- 
tion, he'll be a star in college. Had an 
incredible 26 QB sacks as a junior 
when he also logged 125 total tack- 
les. Pitts can dominate a game from 
either defense or offense, catching 32 
passes in "87. Schools of note include 
Alabama, Florida State, Clemson, Au- 
burn and Georgia. 

Eric Shaw (6-3, 223,4.6) of Pensa- 
cola, Fla., averaged over 10 tackles 
per game in 87 and is noted for his 
excellent range across the field. Con- 
sidered by some to be one of the top 


Sean Gilbert (6-6, 


Recruiting by Regions 


the next great defensive tackle in col- 
lege football, but the youngster em- 
phatically insists he is a linebacker. 
He is the best player in America at 
any position — repeat — any position, 
Schools of note include Penn State, 
Notre Dame, Pitt, Clemson, South 
Carolina, Florida State and a cast of 
thousands, 

Another pick-your-position player 
is Arthur Bussie (6-3, 220, 4.65) of 
Camden, Pa., mentioned here previ- 
ously as a great tight end. Fabulous 
player. No pass blocker can stop him. 
Schools of note include Miami, Flori- 
da, Auburn and Clemson. 


260, 4.8) is 


listed here as one of the best 
linebackers in America because we'll 
list Sean anywhere he wants. He is 
the best player in America at any 


postion. 


three or four outside linebackers in 
the nation, Schools of note include 
Penn State, Auburn, Florida, Alaba- 
ma, Georgia and Florida State. 

So as not to overlook any of several 


those who are too good to miss: Jim- 
my Wimberly (6-3, 225, 4.7) of Jack- 
sonville, Fla.; Tyrone Gibson (6-3, 225, 
4.7) of Columbus, S.C.; Sterling 
Palmer (6-6, 235, 4.7) of Fort Lauder- 
dale, Fla.; Reggie Ingram (6-2, 230, 
4.65) of Memphis, Tenn.; Dred Booe 
(6-2, 235, 4.7) of Winston-Salem, 
N.C.; and James Robinson (6-2, 210, 
4.65) of Tarrant, Ala. 

Is there any wonder why the SEC 
and Florida independents are so 
tough? 


EAST 


Sean Gilbert (6-6, 260, 4.8) of Ali- 
quippa, Pa., is listed here as one of the 
best linebackers in America because 
we'll list Sean anywhere he wants. 


Southeast studs, here’s a rundown of 


Cooler heads suggest Gilbert will be 


Mike Booth (6-1, 220, 4.7) of Pitts- 
burgh was that city’s Player of the 
Year as a junior and is destined for All- 
American honors in ‘88. He'll play in- 
side in college. Schools of note in- 
clude Pitt, West Virginia, Penn State 
and Notre Dame. 

Jimmer Bundy (6-0, 235, 4.6) of 
Woodbury, N.J., has also been consi- 
dered a great fullback prospect, and 
there are whispers that he could start 
right now for colleges on either side 
of the ball. His height, however, may 
eventually force him to the offense. 

Brian Monaghan (6-2, 215 4.75) of 
Wexford, Pa,, is a true blue-chipper, 
possibly one of the Top 10 lineback- 
ers in the country. A great tackler. No- 
body escapes his grasp. Schools of 
note include Notre Dame, Penn State, 
Pitt and Michigan. 

Other studs worth watching in- 
clude Todd Kelly (6-2, 220, 4.65) of 
Hampton, Va.; Reggie Terry (6-2, 225, 
4.8) of Hempstead, N.Y; Tommy Thig- 
pen (6-2, 205, 4.7) of Potomac, Va.; 
and Eric Ravotti (6-2, 225, 4.7) of 
Freeport, Pa.@ 


Kris Laver 
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Food for Thought 


WHEN THE BIG RED PLAYS, SOME BIG APPETITES 
MUST BE SATISFIED AT MEMORIAL STADIUM. 


If you planned to have a few folks 
over for the game Saturday, say about 
73,650, what would you serve them? 

Well, think big. Plan on about 20 
miles of hot dogs (with matching 
buns), enough crushed ice to surface 
the average ski slope, and a good-sized 
mountain of freshly popped corn. 

And then there are the drinks. . . 
and. . .well, you get the picture. We're 
talking “major party.” 

And that’s just the situation Gary 
Fouraker faces every home football 
game. 

Fouraker, business manager for the 
Nebraska Athletic Department, is 
responsible for supplying the food for 
those hungry Cornhusker fans. 

And he offers some good advice for 
those who plan such a venture-- 
“KEEP IT SIMPLE.” 

“You don’t want to have too much 
of a choice,” he said. “Ninety percent 
of the concession sales occur right be- 
fore the kickoff and at half-time. 
Keeping it simple is the key,” he said. 

With a limited menu, sales run 
quickly for the fans as well as the wor- 
kers. Fouraker said he looks for food 
items that are easy to prepare and 
serve and that taste good. 

“We have regular quality tests to be 
sure we have the best products avail- 
able,” he said. 

Fouraker and members of the con- 
cession staff prepare and _ taste 
products from different companies. 
And they look for certain qualities. In 
a hot dog, for example, they test how 
well it stands up to the boil-and-steam 
method of cooking, and how good it 
tastes. The University of Nebraska has 
used Fairbury weiners for the eight 
years Fouraker has been with the 
department, he said, and probably 
longer than that. Fairbury weiners are 
made in Fairbury, Neb., 72 miles 


southwest of Lincoln. 

“We don’t necessarily want a local 
company as a supplier’ Fouraker said. 
“We could get a much cheaper hot 
dog, but the Fairbury quality is very 
good.” 

As for popcorn, the team tests to 
see how many boxes can be produced 
from one cup of unpopped corn, the 
size of the popped kernel, how clean 
it is, the taste and the price, he said. 
NU currently uses Platte Valley pop- 
corn, also produced in Nebraska. 

The biggest money maker in the 
concession area is soda pop. Sealed 
bids are taken from two or three local 
businesses, and are alloted either two- 
or four-year contracts with an option 


How do you 
handle a 
hungry fan? It’s 
not easy. 


to renew for two years. Coca-Cola and 
Mid-Continent Bottlers currently 
supply the Nebraska concession 
stands. Pepsi-Cola holds the contract 
at the softball complex. 

On a sunny football Saturday, 
Fouraker said the concessions will sell 
one soda for each head in the stadi- 
um. At a profit of 75 cents for each 
dollar soda, the University of Nebras- 
ka can make as much as $55,237 on 
soda pop sales in one day alone. 

All the prices on the concession 
items are set by Fouraker. 

“We've always felt the fans should 
get quality products at reasonable 
prices,” he said. “We don’t want them 
to feel like they're being gouged.’ 
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and The Nebraska 

Cornhuskers... 

Both Celebrating 

Another Championship 

Season Together. 

Whatever your bin or building need, York 

is the one company with the flexibility 

and products to meet that need. Com- 

mercial & Agricultural buildings, Bins, 

Grain Dryers, Tanks, and a Specialty 
Too! & Die Facility. 


York Is The Right One To Carry The 
Ball For All Your Bin & Building Needs. 


P.O, BOX 38, 6 MILES WEST U.S, 34 
YORK, NEBRASKA 68467 
(402) 362-7401 (800) 356-3229 


YORK MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


7 Food for Thought 


Fouraker said stadium prices are 
generally lower than those of other lo- 
cal auditoriums, as well as of the other 
Big Eight schools. 

The athletic department makes a 
profit of $1 million annually on con- 
cession sales, Fouraker said, and 
about half of that comes from the 
football sales. The remainder comes 
from sales at four other athletic facil- 
ities, primarily the Bob Devaney 
Sports Center, and the State Fair. 
That money is used primarily to fund 
athletic scholarships. But it’s also used 
for maintenance, such as remodeling 
and replacing refridgerators and 
freezers, he said. 

How early would you get up to pre- 
pare hot dogs and popcorn for 73,650 
people? 

Donna Clark, one of the food tech- 
nicians at NU, says about 150 to 175 
workers begin arriving at 6 a.m. By 
9 am., everyone is working. And 
there's lots to do. Workers must count 
and record about 20,000 hot dogs and 
an equal number of buns, 40 tons of 
ice and a variety of other items, then 
distribute those products to the 18 
concession stands, 

The numbers are astounding. If, for 
example, you laid 20,000 five-inch hot 
dogs end to end, they would stretch 
some 20 miles. That means during a 
normal home football season the hot 
dogs sold would stretch from Lincoln 
to Omaha and back to Lincoln again. 

Popcorn is no small item either, 
Clark said workers start out with 
1,500 pounds of unpopped corn. That 
pops enough of the fluffy white stuff 
to fill anywhere from 8,000 to 8,500 
boxes. 

All that food handling takes a lot of 
workers. Not all of them are Univer- 
sity of Nebraska emplovees. Fourak- 
er said that 100 workers are on the 
payroll, but many come from local or- 
ganizations. These groups work to 
raise money for their individual 
groups, he said. An additional 500 
vendors ranging in age from 12 up, 
sell items inside the stadium. Fourak- 
er said vendors work on a commission 
basis. Twenty people work throughout 
the game cooking and packing hot 
dogs for the vendors. 

Such a large-scale operation re- 


quires large-scale organization behind 
it. Fouraker said he spends about 20 
percent of his time on concessions 
during the football season, and Clark 
works full time on it. As a result of 
such planning, few problems arise. 

There was one time, though, 
Fouraker recalls, when drivers from 
an armored-car service were arrest- 
ed for drunk driving en route to pick 
up the day’s concession profits. Other — 
delivery arrangements had to be 
made rather quickly, Fouraker said. 

And Clark recalled the 1987 Boys 
State Basketball Tournament. 

“T had ordered 1,000 extra hot 
dogs,” she said, “but on the last day 
of competition, I was wiped out of hot 
dogs. We don’t like that to happen,” 
she said. 

While keeping the menu simple 
may be the key, new items occasion- 
ally gain favor. Items such as nachos, 
fruit juice, Runzas, and at Memorial 
Stadium, ice cream, are fairly new ad- 
ditions. 

Fouraker and Clark said nachos are 
both popular and profitable. Fourak- 
er said profit can reach as high as 75 
percent on nacho sales. Fruit juice, 
Clark says, is becoming more popu- 
lar because fans are becoming more 
health-conscious. Runzas — meat 
pocket sandwiches, sold commercial- 
ly by Runza, Inc. — have also sold 
well, Ice cream, made by the Dairy 
Store at NU, is winning acclaim with 
football fans, Fouraker said. 

The regional location has a lot to 
do with which items sell, according 
to Fouraker. 

“In some states, deli-style sand- 
wiches may do very well, but a Run- 
za might not,” he said. 

Another important factor in sales is 
the weather. 

“Rain will kill you,” Fouraker said. 
“People don’t want to eat in the rain. 
When it’s cold, people will eat more, 
but when it’s hot, the drinks are what 
sell best. 

“The ideal weather is 75 degrees 
and sunny. On days like that, you can 
sell anything.” 

But eventually, it ends. The final 
whistle sounds. The fans eat that last 
kernel of corn or down the final drink 
of Coke. . .and head for home. 
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LEE SAPP 
ENTERPRISES 


LEE’S FORD-MERCURY ASHLAND STATE BANK 


COMPLETE MODERN BANKING FACILITIES 
NEW AND USED CARS & TRUCKS CHECKING & SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
FULL PARTS & SERVICE SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES e ALL TYPES OF LOANS 
RENT-A-CAR VISA& MASTERCARD e@ SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 
“It Pays To Drive To Ashland” DRIVE-IN BANKING 
1602 SILVER STREET, ASHLAND, NE “You Really Rate At Ashland State” 
789-7155 @ LINCOLN 2433 SILVER STREET, ASHLAND, HE 
342-6767 @ OMAHA 944-2111 @ ASHLAND 
944-3367 @ ASHLAND 341-5123 @ OMAHA 


> 


LEE SAPP LEASING LEE SAPP INSURANCE 


LEASING PLANS TAILORED TO FIT YOUR NEEDS COMPLETE INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR 
DAY — WEEK — MONTH —LONG TERM HOME — AUTO — BUSINESS — LIFE — HEALTH 
9902 SOUTH 148th STREET 9904 SOUTH 148th STREET 
OMAHA, NE 68138 OMAHA, NE 68138 
402/895-3113 402/895-0990 


AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL 


LOCAL, OUT OF TOWN & 
WORLDWIDE RESERVATIONS 
RENT-A-CAR AND TRUCK OF NEBRASKA, INC. 


7 E. LOCUST 
CARTER LAKE, 1OWA 51518 Ford. 
RENT-A-CAR Sasa Credit 


Gord, 


RENT A CAR 


Gene Keller 
Lincoln 
(402) 476-8575 
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Raymond R. Solee 
Lincoln 
(402) 476-8575 


KariL. Kollmorgen 
Lincoln 
(402) 476-8575 


Roger W. Penland 
Omaha 
(402) 496-6400 


Timothy R. Roewert 
Omaha 
(402) 496-6400 


Brad D. Tomek 
Omaha 
(402) 496-6400 


Nebraska City 
(402) 873-7477 


DavidM.LeGrand 
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Lyle W. Japp, CLU, ChFC 
Omaha 


(402) 496-6400 


R.W. “Dick” Bailey 
Grand Island 
(308) 382-0385 


Marlyn L. McClain 
Council Bluffs, lowa 


(712) 325-0126 


Doug Novak 
Crete 
(402) 826-5055 


Joe Wittwer 


Dwain F. Wiegand 
Falls City 


Omaha 
(402) 245-4688 (402) 496-6400 


M. Lee Hunefeld Ron Rapp, CLU, RHU Phyllis J. Andreasen Stan A. Andreasen 


Omaha South Sioux City Oakland Oakland CLU, ChFC CLU, ChFC 
(402) 496-6400 (402) 494-3003 (402) 685-6282 (402) 685-6282 Omaha: (402) 496-6400 Valley: (402) 359.2575 
To make sure that you and your family reach your financial goals, let us help 
you draw up a winning game plan. A game plan that will assure your family’s 
financial security, protect you against the high cost of illness, and build funds — 
tax sheltered — for a more comfortable retirement. 


Call today. Helping you become a financial winner is our full-time career. 


Stefan G. Jenkins Chris B. Krause 


These are some of the many New York Life Agents in this area — all good people to know. 
Lincoln General Office: 


Ken R. Wilson, General Manager 
Cindy Roquette, Office Manager 
Donald Hunter, Sales Manager 
Cheryl A. Kefuss, Training Supervisor 
1506 FirsTier Building 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

(402) 476-8575 


Nebraska General Office: 


Jerry L, Roberts, General Manager 

Paul R. Hogan, CLU, Office Manager 

Gary D. Phillips, Sales Manager 

Eloy S. Arellano, Sales Manager 

David A. Skutnik. Sales Manager 

William Stott. Jr., Sales Manager 

James H. Moore, CLU, ChFC, Training Manager 
Phillip L. Bowers, CLU, ChFC Training Supervisor 
11506 Nicholas, Street 

Omaha, Nebraska 68154 

(402) 496-6400 


Sioux City General Office: 


Mel Adema, General Manager 
George W. Molesworth, CLU, Office Manager 
Fred Hahne, CLU, Sales Manager 
Dick Peschau, Sales Manager 

Greg Jensen, Sales Manager 

Pat O’Roarke, Sales Manager 

Don Means, Training Manager 

Larry Lindstrom, Training Supervisor 
600 Fourth Street, Suite 900 

Sioux City, lowa 51101 

(712) 279-8800 


New York Life.For all of your ite. 


Life, Health, Disability Income, Group Insurance, Annuities, Pension Plans. 
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Virgil C. Wadhams 
Lincoln 
(402) 488-9092 


Chris M. Wadhams 
Lincoln 
(402) 488-2682 


Daniel R. Ewers Hal D. Haeker Darry! B. Hunter 
O'Neill (402) 45 


Alma Lincoln 
St. Paul (308) (308) 928-2900 (402) 476-8575 


Michel L. Rinehart 
Fairbury 
(402) 729-3339 


Joe Viock, CLU, ChFC 
Omana 
(402) 496-6400 


William S, Jones, Jr. 
Lincoln 
(402) 476-8575 


Kurt P. Kollmorgen 
Lincoln 
(402) 476-8575 


Don R. Schaefer 
CLU, ChFC 
Omaha: (402) 496-6400 


Frederic L.A. Cadi 
CLU, ChFC 
Omaha: (402) 496-6400 


Kermit R. Erickson 
Arcadia 
(308) 789-6507 


